
 

 

 

   
  

Nov 4 - 5: School Closed for Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
Nov 4: Greater Giving Software Training 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm School Computer Lab  
Come learn to use the school’s payment processing software for events, purchases, 
& fundraisers. (This is an easy way to earn your stewardship hours from home!) 
 
Nov 6:  4:00 – 9:00 pm Christmas Bazaar  
Wine tasting by James River Cellars & 20+ vendors are back for our annual 
marketplace extravaganza. Proceeds fund SMCS arts & sciences. For details, go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/Stmarys.marketplace2?ref=bookmarks  
 
Nov 8 - 20: OrderLunches.com open for Dec http://www.orderlunches.com/  
 
Nov 10: 4th grade Field Trip to Hollywood Cemetery and the State Capital 
 
Nov 10 - 13: Book Fair See page 4 for details. 
 
Nov 14: Spirit Night 5:45 pm - 7:45 pm Short Pump Skate Nation $15 
 
Nov 17 -21: Chick-Fil-A Spirit Week 1404 N Parham Rd. Breakfast - Dinner 
Mention SMCS when you pick-up or drive through. All are welcome, but grade  
“date nights” are planned: K-1 Mon; 2-3 Tues; 4-5 Wed; 6-8 Thurs; Fri Everyone  
 
Nov 25: Thanksgiving Lunch Your child’s lunch time School Cafeteria 
Family members are welcome to join students for a special lunch – look for an 
email to order lunch for non-students. All visitors must sign in at the school office. 
 
Nov 21: 2nd Quarter Interims sent home  
 
Nov 26: 12:20 Dismissal (No ASC) 
 
Nov 26: Kindergarten Pow-Wow & Open House10:30 am – 1:00 pm, School Gym 
Invite a friend to this musical performance & to see what SMCS is all about 
http://saintmary.org/wp-content/uploads/Kindergarten-Pow-Wow-Invitation.jpg  
 
Nov 27 & 28: School Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
SAVE THE DATES 

Dec 7: Advent Brunch 12-2 Tickets will be available online and at the door   
Dec 7 – 10 : Christmas Shop Students can shop for their families   
Dec 16: Christmas Concert by students in grades 1, 3, 5 & 7 

 

What’s Happening This Month 

9501 Gayton Road, Richmond, VA 23229 
www.saintmary.org, tdertinger@saintmary.org (804) 740-1048 

PTO Newsletter, October 2014 

Please be sure you’re up to date … verify details on our online calendar: 
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1G1L6J4K5H2N8N8H2&igd=95030074  

 
 

 
PTO President 

A Quick Note 
 
A "steward" is defined by the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops as 
"one who receives God's gifts 
gratefully, cultivates them 
responsibly, and shares them 
lovingly in justice with others."  
 
That is exactly what we are asked 
to do through our PTO 
Stewardship program: share our 
God-given talents, helping to 
improve the school and its 
programs.  
 
Only 20% of our families have 
submitted Stewardship hours for 
the summer months through 
September. The PTO assumes 
that this number does not reflect 
the actual amount of 
participation! 
 
Please take the time each month 
to record your hours and submit 
them as soon as possible. Our 
data-entry volunteers would 
rather not have everything 
submitted at once, but rather 
throughout the school year. 
 
Still looking for ways to fulfill 
your 10 hours of volunteerism? 
Please check the school's website 
on a regular basis. Opportunities 
are being posted regularly.  
Thanks for your help! 



 

Our Christ-centered approach to learning encourages responsibility, accountability, respect, and 
above all compassion for one another. We endeavor to instill within the child and the community a 
life-long love of learning rooted in Catholic values and the conviction to follow them. 
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This year’s Marketplace is shaping up to be a great event. Come get a head start on your 
Christmas shopping with over 20 vendors to give you access to unique & memorable gifts. James 
River Cellars will also be hosting wine tastings to help make the event even more festive. Your 
attendance also helps provide funding for the arts & sciences at Saint Mary’s. 
 

Spirit Shop 
 

Saint Mary’s gear makes 
great Christmas gifts.  

 
Look for new items to be 

available soon! 
 
   

 

We've seen the cameras out… and would love for you to share your pictures from special school 
events or of our students in their uniforms. 
 
To submit your favorite photos, just go to www.hjeshare.com and enter code SaintMary to upload 
up to 10 images at a time. 
 
You can also submit your pictures on a CD to Lindsay Gould (c/o James Gould 8-S) or to Heather 
Heishman. Questions? Email Lindsay at ltgould@comcast.net. Thanks in advance! 
 

Yearbook Photo Submissions Requested 

Nov 6 4:00 – 9:00 pm 
Upper & Lower Commons 

ADMISSION IS FREE 

Raffle & wine tasting 
tickets will be available at 
the door. 

 
 

Don’t Miss the Christmas Bazaar  

We’re proud to celebrate 5 years of Robotics at SMCS. This year, our students learned how to 
program and design our newly purchased EV3 robots. They also researched how students with 
Dyslexia learn to address this year’s competition’s theme: First Class Learning Unleashed. 
 
Our students will present their projects in a regional competition at Deep Run High School on 
Saturday, November 8 2014. Come out and support the teams! 

Robotics Rock  

Volleyball Recap 
For the first time ever, Saint Mary’s offered volleyball 
programs for grades 6-8th and competed against area  
 

Our athletes learned new skills, worked relentlessly, and had fun while they were doing it. We 
loved seeing our students’ good sportsmanship, graciousness, and positive attitudes.   
 
A big thank you to all our coaches: Kristine Clopton, Ian Parong, Jerome Maddock & Steve Ford. 

schools like Saint Gertrude’s, Saint Catherine’s, Saint Edwards, and Steward. 
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Camilla has been part of the SMCS staff for 25 
years! You can find her in the front office, helping 
students & parents and sharing her smile. 
 
She and her husband Reza have two beautiful 
children, both Saint Mary’s graduates. Her two 
granddaughters, Camilla (Milla) and Lucy now 
attend Saint Mary’s pre-school.  
 

Meet Camilla Alipanah 
Grow our Family 

 
You know better than 
anyone the benefits of 
a Saint Mary’s 
education! 
 
We accept applications 
for new enrollments 
continuously, and now 
is the time to start 
thinking about the 
2015-16 school year.  
 
If you have family or 
friends you think 
would be a good fit for 
our family, please 
encourage them to 
take a tour & submit 
an application. 
 
Admission process 
details are here: 
 
http://saintmary.org/ 
admissions/  
 

 

Lunch Duty Reminders 
We are requesting that open volunteer spots in November be 
filled by parents of children in the 2nd grade. 
 
To sign up for these (or any open) shifts, go to: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C49A5AA2BA75-201415  
 
Also, if you find expired milk, please give the container to Chef 
Gene. DO NOT put it back in the cooler.  
 
Thanks for your service! 
 

November Study Tip 
Set a positive example of effective work habits for your child.  

No matter what your work is, allow your youngster to see you setting 
goals & prioritizing to accomplish them. 

When she’s not at work, Camilla likes to travel “home” to 
Macclesfield, Cheshire, England - and spend time state-side with 
her family and golden retriever, Henry. She also enjoys 
gardening, drawing, painting, and anything crafty. 
 

Get Ready to Party 
We already have a team of volunteers working to make the 2015 
Gala as successful as last year’s. And they could use your help!  
 
Interested? Email dawnscarter@gmail.com today.   
 

Submit Volunteer Hours 
 

http://www.saintmary.org/
pto-events/saint-marys-

pto-stewardship-program/  
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Ebola Update 
Ebola is NOT readily 

transmitted through the air. It 
is transmitted by contact with 
the blood and other body fluids 

(such as vomit, urine and 
stool) of an ill person.  

The countries in Africa 
struggling with Ebola have 

limited resources and a lack of 
modern medical care or 

facilities. This is one of the 
main reasons health care 
workers there are having 

difficulty getting the outbreak 
under control.  

The U.S. has a strong health-
care infrastructure. Modern 
hospitals use procedures to 
prevent the disease from 

spreading, and public health 
officials work to identify those 
at risk of infection to prevent 

them from spreading it to 
other people.  

The Virginia Department of 
Health has a plan in place to 
work with its partners in the 

event a suspected case of 
Ebola is reported in the state. 

Please pray for the protection 
of those working with Ebola 
patients, especially health 

care workers in Africa. 

 

Flu Prevention Tips 
The Virginia Department of Health and CDC recommend 
yearly influenza vaccination as the most important step in 
protecting yourself and your loved ones from influenza illness.  

Annual seasonal flu vaccination is the best way to reduce the 
chances that you will get the flu and the chance that you will 
spread it to others. When more people get vaccinated against 
the flu, less flu illness can spread through our community. 

Take everyday preventive actions to stop the spread of germs.  

 Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 
 If you are sick with flu-like illness, stay home for at least 

24 hours after your fever is gone (without the use of a 
fever-reducing medicine). 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough 
or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and 
water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.   

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.  
 Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be 

contaminated with germs like the flu. 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye: Book Fair is Coming 

Students will visit Nov 10 or 11 and can purchase books or 
create wish lists for their parents.  

All are invited to Family Night on Nov 10 from 6 - 7:30 pm. 

Volunteers are requested for school day visits and Family 
Night. If you are able to help, please sign up at: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d45a8a82ba13-spring1  

 

 

 

Our Scholastic Book Fair: Sir 
Readalot’s Castle: Enter the 
Kingdom of Books! will be held 
Nov 10 – 13, and will surround 
students in the celebration of 
reading with hundreds of fun, 
engaging, affordable books for 
them to discover. 


