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Alumni News

atie Hutchinson went to Saint Mary’s from age two through eighth grade
and graduated from Saint Mary’s in 2003. She’s also the granddaughter
of former Saint Mary’s faculty member Mary Lynne Lacy. Katie lives in
Tucson, Arizona, where she’s a zookeeper at the Reid Park Zoo. She took the
time to answer a few questions and share pictures of the job many of us always
dreamed of.

When did you know that you wanted to work with animals,
and how did you determine you wanted to do what you do?
I actually never considered being a zookeeper growing up! [Being a zookeeper]
always seemed like the childhood dream of being a race car driver or ballerina
-- who actually gets to do that? I’ve always loved animals, however, and was
very passionate about conserving our environment and educating others about
it. I studied marine biology with the intent of going into research, but got a
chance to intern with the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum in Tucson, Arizona
after college. After that experience, I fell in love with zookeeping, which was the
perfect blend of both my passions.

Katie Hutchinson with a tamandua — a tree-dwelling ant eater native to South America.
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Annual Fund
time, and
giving is easy

Story continued from Page 1

Saint Mary’s 2019-2020 Annual Fund
appeal has begun! Each year, the Saint
Mary’s Annual Fund supports our
school by bridging the gap between
tuition income and budgeted operating
expense needs. This school year’s goal is
$65,000.
You can contribute online by visiting
our website at www.saintmary.org, or
you can mail a check in the enclosed
remittance envelope. See the Giving
Tuesday story on page 5 to see how
you can double your gift to Saint
Mary’s. You may also be able to increase
your gift to Saint Mary’s through an
employer’s matching gift program. Many
Richmond businesses, including Altria,
Anthem, Bank of America, Dominion
and Genworth, have programs through
which they match gifts their employees
make to nonprofits.
“The way we’ll reach our goal is by every
member of our community coming
together to contribute what they
can,” said Jennifer Janus, Saint Mary’s
development coordinator. “I’m blessed
every day to see many gifts to our
school come in all different shapes and
sizes, according to the givers’ abilities
to share. Grandparents and parents
and parishioners and friends all come
together to help.”
Operating expenses aren’t the most
exciting, but it takes a lot of money
to keep the lights on and the supplies
stocked – there are so many moving
parts to a school. The Annual Fund
enables us to keep tuition down but
meet the needs of our students.
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Katie Hutchinson with Nimbus, a great horned owl.

Do you specialize in a particular genus, species or
family of animals?
I actually probably have the most diverse range of species out of any
zookeeper. I work with Ambassador Animals, which are animals that
we are able to bring out for guests to give the guests an up-close
and personal animal interaction. I work really closely with lots of
different mammals, reptiles, birds, amphibians and insects!  

Which animals are in the spotlight at the Reid Park
Zoo at the moment? For instance — are there any
new animals or babies or otherwise highlighted
animals that you work with?
One of my very favorite species is a tamandua! Tamandua are
arboreal (tree-dwelling) anteaters. They are native to South America
and aren’t very common currently in zoos, meaning we are still
learning a lot about them! Reid Park Zoo is one of the leaders for
tamandua breeding and research, and I have been SO lucky to have
gotten to help raise five babies since starting at the zoo.
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Who are some animals you work with
regularly and with whom you maybe have a
special bond?

You graduated from Saint Mary’s in 2003 —
what are some of your fond memories from
your time at Saint Mary’s?

While tamandua are definitely some of my favorite animals
to train and care for, I have lots of special animals I work
with who are close to my heart. I helped raise and train
Nimbus, our great horned owl, after he was found in poor
health in the wild and was deemed unreleasable. I also have
the special privilege of being part of our fennec fox Amir’s
“pack” at the zoo. Foxes can be very skittish, picky animals,
and seeing how comfortable and trusting he has grown
makes his relationship one of the ones I am most proud of.

I was at Saint Mary’s from the age of 2 in the Castle
program all the way through 8th grade, so most of my
childhood memories center around the school. I always
loved dressing up for our career days and getting to
perform in the musical revue and Christmas musical (and
also hang out with all my friends watching Disney movies
while we waited for practice!). I also remember fondly the
experience of being a student mentor for kids in lower
grades and being challenged through geography bees,
science fairs and French competitions. And no one can ever
forget the amazing chance to go to Quebec, Canada with
our French class, twice!

What is the reality of your job versus what
people might imagine it to be?
While zookeeping is an amazing, rewarding job with lots
of fun opportunities, most don’t realize how much time
is spent on ... less glamorous tasks. One unoffical term
for zookeepers are pooper-scoopers! I spend a lot of my
time cleaning and making sure our animal habitats are as
healthy and engaging as possible.
There are also a lot of misconceptions about zoos currently.
Very few people know how much zoos give back to animal
conservation, both through direct contributions to preserve
habitat and animals in the wild as well as research taking
place in zoos themselves. Zookeepers are also some of the
most passionate animal-advocates and are always striving
to do better.
We give the animals in our care the best possible lives so
that we can give the public an opportunity to connect with
animals they otherwise would never get a chance to see.
Hopefully this inspires people to be better stewards of our
planet as a whole.

If a student at Saint Mary’s thought they
might want to be a zookeeper, what should
she/he do to get a taste for the job?
There are lots of ways to see if zookeeping may be the
right job for you! Most zoos and nature centers offer
volunteering opportunities that give a perfect glimpse into
all the aspects of a zookeeping job. Outside of that, any
other chances to help with taking care of animals is great!
Helping to care for, pick up after and train your pet at home
(of any species!) is where most zookeepers get their start.
Don’t have a pet? There are lots of pet rescue organizations
who would love even just a couple hours of help caring
for animals looking for a home. For those middle
schoolers, there are also some programs in some high
schools that will give you a chance to get your vet tech
certification. Any chance to spend time with lots of
different animals will help you get experience that is
invaluable to zookeepers. For me, getting involved in my
local scouting groups also allowed me to learn more about
nature, but also have a chance to learn how to teach others
about nature, which is a big part of my job as well.
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Did any teacher at Saint Mary’s fan
the flames of your interest in biology,
or particularly encourage you in your
interests?
Some of the first times I remember really getting excited
about science was in Ms. Hrabe’s 5th grade science class.
We built life-sized models of skeletons (ours was named
Fred and sat in the back of the class for most of the year!),
shot off rockets and experimented with the best ways to
make soap bubbles. The hands-on experimentation really
sparked my curiosity and made me think about the world
differently.
I know, however, that I wouldn’t be the person I am today
without the team of teachers I had throughout middle
school. Mrs. Laux, Mrs. Twilley, Mrs. Rooks, Mrs.
Dyer and Mrs. Moroni are the foundation for my love
of learning, and I couldn’t have been more lucky. They
always pushed me to do better and strive for more, yet were
so supportive and gave so many opportunities to make
learning fun and personalized.

What makes Saint Mary’s stand out in your
mind?
I really thrived off the close-knit and family atmosphere
of Saint Mary’s. Looking back, I was able to have so
many opportunities and experiences because I truly felt
the teachers (and whole school staff!) had my back and
really were looking out for what would be best for me.
Reminiscing about my time there is always fond and the
family-feel continues even today. For example, a few years
ago, my graduating class organized a small get together
just to catch up!

What are some words of wisdom from the
animal world that you might give today’s
students?
Always keep adapting and evolving! If you hit a roadblock
or obstacle, there is always another way around if you keep
at it and don’t give up. And of course, in the immortal
words of Ms. Frizzle [from the Magic School Bus], “Take
chances, make mistakes and get messy!”
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Rick and Edward Foster following the transplant procedure.

The story below is important to Saint Mary’s: Rick Foster is a Saint Mary’s alumnus.
Rick and his wife, Amy, have a son who’s now a student at Saint Mary’s.

‘A heroic act’:

Father and son mark the first living
liver transplant at VCU Health since 2014
By Dan Carrigan
Daniel.Carrigan@vcuhealth.org
dward Foster is 69 years old, a proud patriarch with
eight children and 21 grandchildren. He still hosts a
family dinner at his Henrico County home every Friday
night and has a passion for attending collegiate sporting
events across the country in which his grandchildren
participate. An accomplished conservatory-trained pianist,
he even taught one of his grandsons living out of state how
to play via FaceTime. To call Foster a family man would be
an understatement.
“Family is everything,” he said.
And when Foster needed his family the most, they were
there.
For decades, Foster had battled a chronic disease that
was pushing his liver to failure. He suffered from primary
sclerosing cholangitis, a condition in which the body
attacks and inflames the bile ducts and causes liver failure.
Its cause is unknown.
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Reprinted with permission; story first ran in
VCU News on Monday, September 23, 2019

“I was getting to the last leg. I knew it. I couldn’t let my
family know, but I knew,” Foster said.
At a Friday dinner, he broke the news that he needed a
transplant. He was faced with possibly months, if not years,
on the national transplant waitlist waiting for a deceaseddonor liver.
There was another option — a living-donor liver
transplant. For prospective recipients, living-donor liver
transplants reduce the time and stress of being on the
national transplant waiting list. The organ from a living
donor is often healthier and so are recipients since they
don’t have to spend as much time waiting for an organ.
In addition, live donors add organs to the donor pool,
increasing the number of transplants possible each year
amid a national organ shortage.
The procedure is complex, and involves a multidisciplinary
team of specialists. For the donor, the surgery entails
The Monarch Messenger

removing part of the liver, which is then transplanted into
the recipient.
“These are healthy patients who are in general trying
to help a friend or family member or someone they have
a relationship with, with a life-threatening disease,”
said David Bruno, M.D., surgical director of adult and
pediatric liver transplantation at the VCU Health HumeLee Transplant Center, which has been ramping up its
reimagined living liver program. “It’s nothing short of a
heroic act.”

Finding a match
Members of Foster’s large family were more than willing
to donate.
After a number of tests, his youngest son, 40-year-old
Edward “Rick” Foster Jr. of Henrico County, was a match.
“It’s my dad. I love him a lot,” Rick Foster said. “My
parents worked really hard at taking care of us. Education
wise, sustainability life wise, and emotionally always very
supportive. So to be able to do anything, it’s an honor.”
Bruno joined Hume-Lee as part of the revitalization of
the center’s living liver program. Also part of this effort,
living liver donation expert Vinay Kumaran joined HumeLee as living liver surgical director. His resume includes
more than 700 living liver donor cases. The Fosters
affectionately refer to Kumaran as “Dr. K.” In addition to
his role in coordinating and planning Edward and Rick
Foster’s procedures, Kumaran also would be the lead
surgeon for the removal of a portion of Rick Foster’s liver.
In mid-July, the team’s hours of planning went into action.
Kumaran and the Hume-Lee team removed the right lobe
of Rick Foster’s liver and transplanted it into his father.
Both spent time recovering in Hume-Lee’s dedicated
transplant unit with family members by their sides.
The procedures marked the first living liver transplant at
VCU in nearly five years.

“The first case is always something you remember, the first
case at an institution,” Kumaran said. “It’s nice to have the
first case and both are doing well.”

‘The right time’
The procedure marked another chapter in the Hume-Lee
Transplant Center’s storied history of transplantation,
which includes Virginia’s first liver transplant and the
first-ever “reduced-size” orthotopic liver transplant using a
liver from an unrelated living donor.
“God is still in the healing business,” Edward Foster said.
“You have to have that faith that it’s going to happen, and
it’s all in your plan. And if you can believe that, the right
people will be in place for you at the right time. And VCU
was the right place. God knows it was the right time.
“I had this eighth child, and that’s the one that could step
up to the plate. Most perfectly matched mind, body,” Foster
said tearfully.
Now Edward and Rick Foster share a unique fatherson bond through a liver — an organ that somewhat
miraculously grows to its original size and function in
both the donor and recipient in generally four to six weeks.
They made Foster family and Hume-Lee history as the
program works to help even more families through living
liver donation.
“Now more than ever, we’ve assembled a team with just
vast experience in living-donor liver transplantation. We’re
doing that so we can become leaders in this country for
living-donor liver transplant,” Bruno said. “We want to try
to serve the patients, not just in the state of Virginia, but
we want to have patients from the region and nationally
coming to VCU so we could offer them this service.”
For the Fosters, the successful surgery means more time
with each other.
“I appreciate everything they did for me,” Edward Foster
said of the VCU team.
“They became part of [my] hospital family.”

Giving Tuesday December 3!
#GivingTuesday2019
Again for 2019, a generous donor has stepped up to
offer a matching challenge gift for Giving Tuesday.
This donor will double any gift to Saint Mary’s
Catholic School’s Annual Fund up to $7,500, from
Giving Tuesday on December 3, through the end
of December. Visit https://stmaryva.ejoinme.org/
givingtuesdaySMCS2019 to help us meet this match!

Fall 2019

5

Three cheers for all the years
(continued from spring 2019 issue)
our members of our faculty/staff top the charts on
time at SMCS: Camilla Alipanah, Pat Harris, Irene
Mickle (now retired) and Pam Peebles. We featured Mrs.
Mickle and Mrs. Peebles in our spring issue. Here are Mrs.
Alipanah and Mrs. Harris.
Camilla Alipanah has
been part of the Saint Mary’s
faculty/staff for more than
29 years. Before becoming
the school receptionist, she
worked as a kindergarten
aide in Pat Harris’s class.
“She was ‘a little bit country,’
I was ‘a little bit rock and
roll!’” Alipanah said. “We had
many happy days working
together and I learned a lot
from her – she was and still
is an excellent teacher.”

One of Harris’s favorite things
about her job is listening to
a child’s interpretation of
prayers and songs. “I could
Pat Harris
not help smiling when I had
a little boy in my class recite the Our Father for me,” she
said. “His version was ‘Our Father, whose ark is in heaven,
Howard is your name.’”

Camilla Alipanah

Alipanah said she has worked at Saint Mary’s under six
principals – “playing practical jokes on all and almost
getting fired for playing one on my dear friend and boss,
Hazel Lewane,” she said. “I thought it would be funny to
get all the teachers to write, in their letters of intent, that
they were not coming back the next school year.

She also remembers a story that makes her laugh at herself:
one year on the last day of school before Christmas break,
she was writing thank-you notes for her gifts from the
children.
“I was a little confused with one gift, an array of Christmas
earrings, since none of them matched, but I didn’t think too
much about it and continued on with the thank-you note,
stating that I couldn’t wait to wear them over the break,”
Harris said.

“Surprisingly, many went along with it, and Hazel, upon
reading them, actually left the building and went home,”
Alipanah said. “I had to fly, tail between my legs, around
to her house with flowers and an apology! Fortunately, she
forgave me and even laughed about it!”

“As soon as I walked in my door that afternoon, my phone
was ringing,” she said. “It was that child’s mother, and I
could tell she was trying not to laugh. She proceeded to
acknowledge the thank-you note and then informed me that
her gift was not earrings but wine glass markers!”

Alipanah’s favorite school tradition is weekly Mass. She
loves that Saint Mary’s is a very nurturing, secure place for
children to be in.

One of Harris’s favorite traditions is the yearly
Thanksgiving Pow Wow in kindergarten – “the children’s
singing is magical,” she said. In JK, “our Christmas play
is always a good reminder of the real reason we celebrate
Christmas. It never fails to put me in the Christmas spirit,”
she said.

“Like any family, we all look out for each other,” she said.
“I love that Saint Mary’s is a happy place to work,”
Alipanah said. “I love being able to interact with the
children, parents, and, most especially, my lovely
granddaughters, Milla and Lucy!
“I keep coming back because an important chunk would be
missing from my life if I didn’t,” she said.
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Pat Harris has been teaching
at Saint Mary’s for 24 years.
She started in January 1995,
when a previous teacher
relocated. Harris began as a
kindergarten teacher and did
that for 21 years. She switched
to JK three years ago. She says
she loves both ages.

“Saint Mary’s is a supportive community with a closeness
that is not always found in all school settings,” Harris said.
“The teachers are all dedicated to their students and strive
to provide a safe and productive learning environment.”
What’s her favorite part of the job? “That’s an easy one,”
she said. “It’s the adorable kids and their unique little
personalities.” And what keeps her coming back? “Easy one
again: the daily hugs, pictures and unconditional love from
the kids,” Harris said. “I leave every day with a big smile.”
The Monarch Messenger

Saint Mary’s sixth
grader is state’s
top mountain biker
Excerpted with permission from a
Goochland Gazette story by Nick Vandeloecht,
which originally ran on June 20, 2019.

fter a series of top-three finishes at mountain bike
races across Virginia, Saint Mary’s sixth grader
Christopher Brewer earned enough points to finish as the
first-place mountain biker in the VAHS boys elementary
category for the state of Virginia.
Christopher has come a long way in a relatively short span
of time. He first met the Goochland County Composite
Mountain Biking Team in August of 2017 and began
practicing with them that fall. He took on his first season
of racing in the 2019 VAHS MTB spring series and had the
opportunity to compete in the USA Cycling Mountain Bike
National Championships at Snowshoe Mountain in West
Virginia that summer.
“What I liked most about it was that it was something
totally different – I’d never seen anything like it before,”
Christopher said of mountain biking. “It was different from
most sports and things.
In his first VAHS season he averaged 13th place over the
five-race schedule in a field of around 40 competitors.
But in a matter of a year, Christopher went from a seasonhigh result of 12th in 2018 to averaging an incredible 1.8
finish in his extremely consistent 2019 campaign.
And it wasn’t just that he had gotten older and bigger. He
did a lot of winter training, from indoor spin sessions to
going out and riding with his dad, his mom and his two
brothers. He practices with his team at Leakes Mill Park
in Goochland, with his family at Pocahontas State Park
and on the James River Park System trails, and on his own
around his home.
The racing series itself has been a welcoming environment
to the Brewer family. Christopher and his competitors will
congratulate each other after races and are friendly toward
one another. He’s gotten to know racers from a variety of
places ranging from Williamsburg in Tidewater Virginia,
to Abingdon in Southwestern Virginia, to Elkins all the
way in West Virginia.

(At last report, Christopher has been finishing in the top 10
in his new, middle school division.)
Dad Matt described his son as a good steward of the team
and of the sport – he enjoys it, he’s worked his way up to
where he is now in his year-and-a-half of mountain biking
thus far, and there are several other kids on the team who
look up to Christopher for advice.
His participation in mountain bike racing has changed his
family’s life. Both of his brothers and both of his parents
now ride.
“We’ve both lost weight…it’s like everything is so
much better; it’s a thing that we do together, all of us do
together,” Matt said. “It’s good to get out there and sweat,
feel the endorphins and get a little bit on edge. It feels
good, it really does – you’re living when you can’t wipe the
smile off of your face.”
Matt encourages anyone who might not have a sport to get
out and try it – it’s a blast.
“You’re not angry when you’re on a bike. You’re just having
a good time,” Matt said. “It’s been a great thing for the
family.”

As a sixth grader, Christopher is aging out of the
elementary division – which this year averaged closer
to 50 competitors – and into the 90-rider fields of the
middle school division. The Brewers are approaching next
season with leveled expectations – they’re not anticipating
that Christopher as a sixth grader will reach the podium
while racing against eighth graders in the deeper pool of
competition – and they’re focused on setting obtainable
goals, racing hard and being as prepared as possible, but
also on having fun.
Fall 2019
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SMCS Class
of 2009 graduate
Taylor Mugford
is back and
teaching
first grade

fter graduating from Saint Mary’s in 2009, Taylor
Mugford went to St. Gertrude, where she graduated
in 2013. She attended JMU and did a five-year program to
earn her Master of Arts in teaching, which she completed
in 2018.

Some of Mugford’s best memories of her time as a student
at Saint Mary’s are from playing middle school girls’
basketball, she said. “I was definitely not the star player in
our class, but I just remember that we always had so much
fun playing together.”

After college, she wanted to travel and try something new,
so she did a 10-month term of service with AmeriCorps.
She served on a team with eight other people, traveling all
over the West Coast doing various service projects, such as
building homes, restoring creeks, and more. At the end of
that term, she decided to start looking for teaching jobs.

Another fun memory is from the eighth-grade dinner
theater her class presented. “We had so much fun picking
the songs, choreographing them together, and working as
a whole class. I can still remember some of the dances that
we did!”

“The stars aligned for me to get my dream job teaching
first grade right back here!” she said. “I couldn’t be happier
with the way that this worked out and truly feel this is
where God wants me to be!”
Mugford said that not much has changed from her time at
Saint Mary’s – some of the teachers she remembers are still
here, or left and came back.
“It’s been really interesting to now be working with so
many of my teachers, especially calling them by their first
names,” she said. “That has been a challenge.
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Being back at Saint Mary’s “feels like coming back home,”
Mugford said. “I truly love the atmosphere at Saint Mary’s
and I feel so supported by all of the teachers. Saint Mary’s
is a really special place to work and I can appreciate that so
much more now as a teacher.
“I think what makes this community special is our faith
and commitment to our students,” she said. “Every teacher
really cares about the students and wants to provide them
with the best that they can give them. Even when things
are hard, our faith is what keeps us going and helps us to
love each and every student that comes into our paths.”
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More great new faces at SMCS
he start of the 2019-20 school year brought with it
bright new faces! We welcome these new members of
our faculty and staff:
Marshall Beale is a Junior
Kindergarten teacher. She grew up in
Richmond and attended St. Catherine’s
School. From there, she earned a
bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood
Education from College of Charleston.
Before joining Saint Mary’s, she was
a teacher in Cincinnati, Chesterfield
County and Connecticut. She is getting
married in May in Richmond. In her
free time, she enjoys cooking and
spending time with her family and friends.
Tara Horan works at Saint Mary’s as
a part-time school nurse. She received
her bachelor’s in psychology from
Randolph-Macon College and her
master’s in child life from Bank Street
College of Education. Tara worked as
a certified child life specialist for more
than 10 years in hospitals in New York
City, N.Y., Roanoke, Va. and Asheville,
N.C. Tara returned to school and
obtained her bachelor of science in nursing degree from
Western Carolina University, where she focused on nursing
care management of children and families in rural Western
North Carolina. Tara, her husband Chris, and their two
young children recently relocated to Richmond, where she
enjoys hiking by the James River, playing soccer in the
backyard and having family dance parties in the kitchen.
Karen Lamb is our new part-time
teacher in middle school. She comes
to us from Hanover County where
she taught algebra through precalculus. Karen graduated from JMU
with a BS in applied mathematics and a
minor in secondary education and holds
an endorsement in gifted education.
When she’s not writing two-column
proofs for geometry, you may find her
on the sideline of one of her kids’ soccer games or treasure
hunting at a vintage shop. Karen says she used to be very
quiet and shy as a student … until she took drama classes
in high school. This helped her find her “teacher voice” and
true passion.
Stephie Meadows is one of our new
first grade teachers. Stephie received
her bachelor’s degree in elementary
education from the University of
Alabama and a master’s degree in
curriculum and instruction with a focus
in literacy from American University.
This is her seventh year as a classroom
teacher; she taught both kindergarten
and second grade at The Langley
School in McLean, Va., before moving to Richmond.
Stephie’s husband, Jimmy, grew up in Richmond. They met
in D.C. and moved back to his hometown after six years
in the city. Stephie grew up in Birmingham, Ala., with her
Fall 2019

parents and three sisters. She loves to read, and to travel
home to see her family.
Beth Murray is the resource teacher
at Saint Mary’s for JK through eighth
grade. She has been in the field of
special education for 15 years, and
began her career as a pre-school
teacher. Beth moved on to the
elementary school level, then began
a great adventure at an alternative
high school in Henrico County. That
eventually landed Beth her most recent
job at Tucker High School. Beth earned her Bachelor’s
degree in unified education from Keuke College (in the
Finger Lakes region of Upstate N.Y., also known as Napa
Valley of the East!). Immediately after her undergrad, she
went on to earn a master’s in literacy from the University
of Fredonia, also in Upstate N.Y. Beth met her amazing
husband 12 years ago through a set-up from his best
friend. They relocated to the Richmond area 10 years
ago. They are blessed with two boys: Ryan in second
grade, and Samuel in JK at Saint Mary’s. Beth played
collegiate soccer while in her undergrad program. She says
she is a firm believer in the 12-hugs-a-day rule. It is proven
that receiving 12 hugs a day fosters growth academically,
emotionally, and spiritually. “I’m a hugger!” she says.
Michelle O’Donnell is After School
Care director. She has spent her career
in the early childhood/after school
care field, working for preschools and
churches with after school programs,
along with doing consultant work
in the field. Michelle was also an
early childhood/after school teacher
for many years. She has a bachelor’s
degree in child development from
Purdue University. Michelle has been married to Christ
for 28 years – they have a son who is 25 and a daughter
who is 23. She and Chris love to travel and to cheer on the
Boilermakers, especially during basketball season.
Amy Verdi is a new ECDC and
kindergarten aide. Before joining us
at Saint Mary’s, Amy taught third
grade in Henrico County. She was a
PRIME/Intervention teacher prior to
being a classroom teacher in Henrico.
She also homeschooled her oldest child
last year for kindergarten. She left
teaching seven years ago to stay at
home with her oldest son, and started
Fairytale Travel, which she still owns and operates with
help from a team of agents. Amy has her B.A. in business
administration from University of Virginia’s College at
Wise, and received her pre-k through sixth-grade teaching
license at University of Richmond. She and her husband,
Patrick, have two boys, who are in first grade and JK at
Saint Mary’s. Amy LOVES to travel and see the excitement
and discovery in her boys’ eyes as they see the world. She
also enjoys playing golf and watching ice hockey.
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Go Forth 5k
Saint Mary’s community members laced up their running
shoes September 21 at Deep Run Park for the sixth annual
Go Forth 5k run, walk and kids’ fun run. “Go forth” comes
from the words we used to hear at the end of a Catholic Mass:
“Go forth to love and serve the Lord!” The Go Forth events
are Saint Mary’s way of starting the school year with that
direction in mind.
More than 175 runners and walkers participated, with
support from a host of sponsors including Short Pump
Orthodontics, The Abbate Agency, Dyer Immigration
Law Group, Teeth by Talton, Shana Branch – Realtor with
Rashkind & Saunders, RedRidge Pet Market, BrightStar
Care, James River Irrigation, Truetimber Arborists, Goldfish
Swim School, Fleet Feet Richmond, Bushin Martial Arts
Academy, Wash Your Way RVA, River City Consulting and
Diamond Springs.
The event raised more than $10,000 to kick off the 2019-20
Annual Fund for Saint Mary’s Catholic School.
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Alumni news
The Jean family members are all making Saint
Mary’s (and their parents) proud:
Nicholas Jean (SMCS class of 2015): Nick graduated
first in his class from Goochland HS this past June and
finished off a successful high school career that included
all-state honors in cross country, swimming and track
as well as the lead role in the school play and multiple
awards in visual arts. After being admitted to multiple
schools including UVA, the University of Michigan and
Northwestern University, Nick decided to attend the
University of California at Berkeley and began taking
classes in late June.
Bridget Jean (SMCS class of 2013): Bridget attends the
University of Michigan and is on track to graduate in three
years (May 2020) with a degree in Film and Television
with a screenwriting concentration as well as a playwriting
minor. Bridget has garnered several writing awards, and
recently wrote the book for a two-act musical that was
performed in Ann Arbor this past spring.
Steven Jean (SMCS class of 2012): Steve attends the
University of Michigan where he is pursuing a BFA in
Acting. Steve has performed in multiple campus theatrical
productions and is also a member of the award-winning
Amazin Blue A Cappella group as well as the Men’s Glee
Club. Additionally, Steve works on the production team
of the Big Ten Network Student U that broadcasts nonrevenue Michigan sporting events on the Big Ten Network
and also supports the professional BTN broadcast team for
football and basketball games.
Sarah Jean (SMCS class of 2010): Sarah moved to
Los Angeles this past year in order to pursue her dream
of an acting career in Film and Television. She was
recently signed by BMG Talent Agency and is immersed
in the challenging yet exciting process of participating in
auditions while taking acting classes and working in LA.
Alice Joss (SMCS class of 2019)
has been doing well at Godwin.
She’s in all honors classes and
is doing great. Alice is in the
marching band, and has joined
the French club. The band has
had one competition and placed
second in their division. She has
continued doing percussion by
joining the percussion class during the day. In the spring,
she will be trying out and hopefully playing on the softball
team. She will also be continuing Girl Scouts and trying to
stay in touch with some of my former classmates.
Fall 2019

Nick Failon (SMCS class of 2016)
has been keeping busy during his
senior year at Trinity, balancing the
demands of the IB program, chess,
part-time job at Stuffy’s (Libbie Ave.),
and college applications. He is applying
to W&M (early decision), Virginia Tech
(engineering), and Elon. On the chess
scene, he recently participated in the
NC Open and the Virginia Closed (state championship for
Va. residents only), and has reached the level of “Expert,”
USCF rating currently 2007. Nick will play on Trinity’s
varsity baseball team this coming spring.
Miles Moten (SMCS class of 2017) attends Benedictine
College Preparatory and is in the eleventh grade. Miles
is running track and cross country and is also playing
baseball for the BCPS. He is also in the process of receiving
his drivers’ license, looking at colleges, and taking the SAT.
Nick Hopping (SMCS class of 2009)
is a stand-up comedian in New York
City. Nick graduated from George
Mason University in 2017 with a double
major in public relations and economics.
Nick says he got into standup in high
school – his first “show” was a talent
show in 2013. “The first couple of times
you do it, it’s terrifying,” Nick said.
“Trying to be funny on stage feels really different than
being funny around your friends. But, like anything, if you
stick with it and can get back up after bad nights, you’ll
improve.” These days he mostly does comedy in New York,
but also makes trips to D.C. for shows. You can check his
website at www.nickhopping.com.
Taylor Mugford (SMCS class of
2009) is one of the newest faces among
the Saint Mary’s Catholic School
faculty and staff! After graduating
from JMU and spending almost a year
serving as an assistant team leader with
AmeriCorps, Taylor is now teaching
first grade at Saint Mary’s! We’re
thrilled to have her back. (See story on
Taylor, page 8.)

Got SMCS alumni news to share?
We’d love to hear from you! Please email
Development Coordinator Jennifer Janus at
jjanus@saintmary.org.
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Saint Mary’s Catholic School
is now on Instagram - @SaintMarysRVA
www.instagram.com/saintmarysrva – check it out!

