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Early Childhood Program – Class Offerings 

Interim Year 2016-2017 

 

Saint Mary’s Catholic school is transitioning from a pre-school program that offered classes beginning 

with a part-time 2 ½ year old class leading to a part-time 3 year old class, followed by a half day pre-

Kindergarten class.  The pre-school program and the pre-kindergarten program, all part-time classes, 

prepared students for entry to a full-day Kindergarten.  The 2016-2017 school year will be one of 

transition as Saint Mary’s moves to offering all-day Junior-Kindergarten classes. 

For the 2016-2017 school year, Saint Mary’s will offer the following: 

Part-Time 3-year old class:  Monday to Fridays; 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

A traditional offering of a pre-school curriculum designed to prepare students socially and academically.  

At the conclusion of the year, students are prepared to engage in the Pre-Kindergarten and Junior-

Kindergarten programs.  Class size is limited to 16 students. 

Part-Time Pre-Kindergarten class:  Monday – Friday; 11:50 AM to 2:50 PM 

The traditional half-day Pre-Kindergarten class designed to prepare students socially and academically 

for Kindergarten.  Upon completion, students will transition to either the Junior-Kindergarten or 

Kindergarten class, dependent on readiness skills.  It is expected that the majority of students will 

transition to Kindergarten.  Students are eligible to attend the after-school program (2:50 – 6:00 PM) 

[additional fees apply].  Class size is limited to 18 students. 

Full Day Junior-Kindergarten class:  Monday – Friday; 8:00 AM to 2:50 PM 

A new full-day offering at Saint Mary’s, this class is designed to prepare students academically and 

socially for Kindergarten.  Expanding the part-time Pre-Kindergarten class to a full-day Junior-

Kindergarten program allows students to gradually become accustomed to a full day of instruction and 

play while developing the skills that will insure a successful Kindergarten year.  Students are eligible to 

attend the after-school program (2:50 – 6:00 PM) [additional fees apply].  Class size is limited to 18 

students. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Is a two and a half year old program (pre-School Prep) going to be offered? 

Due to declining enrollments and a predicted decline in future enrollments, the Pre-School Preparation 

program has been phased out.  For those students enrolled in this program for the 2015-2016, there will 

be a three year old program offered in the 2016-2017 school year. 

Is the 3 year old program every day for the 2015-2016 School Year? 

Yes, the three year old program is available five days a week. 

What is the difference between Pre-K and Jr.-K? 



The Pre-K program will be offered in the afternoons, five days a week, and will be the same program as 

previously offered at Saint Mary’s.  The Junior-Kindergarten program will be a full day program, 

offered five days a week.  With the extra time, the curriculum will be enriched with a variety of 

instructional activities designed to give students the opportunity to explore and practice pre-

Kindergarten skills.  Both the Pre-Kindergarten Program and the Junior Kindergarten program are 

designed to prepare students for the Kindergarten curriculum.  The Junior Kindergarten program, with 

the advantage of more instructional time, will allow students to develop a more practiced foundation of 

skills. 

What will happen for the 2017-2018 School Year? 

Enrollment in each of the classes will be monitored for the 2016-2017 school year, and additional 

research on demographics and population predictions will be reviewed before making a decision for the 

2017-2018 school year.  Based on current information, it is anticipated that Saint Mary’s will phase out 

all pre-school programs and concentrate on offering Pre-Kindergarten and Junior Kindergarten 

programs for students 4 years old. 

 


