
 

 
   
  

Dec 5: Poinsettia Pick Up 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Parish Hall 
 
Dec 7: Advent Brunch 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm, Parish Hall – See page 4 
 
Dec 7 – 10 : Christmas Shop  
See page 3. Shopping opens at the Advent Brunch.  
 
Dec 8 - 20: OrderLunches.com open for Jan http://www.orderlunches.com/  
 
Dec 8: School Mass (Feast of the Immaculate Conception) 9:00 – 10:00 am, Church 
**School follows a Wednesday schedule** Parents welcome at Mass 
 
Dec 9: 4th grade Focus Forum 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Bishop Sullivan Room 
Parents of 4th graders meet with the principal and discuss relevant issues 
 
Dec 10: NO School Mass  **School follows a Monday schedule**  
 
Dec 11: Choir and Band Performance 7:00 – 8:00 pm, Church 
 
Dec 12: 2nd Grade Christmas Play 1:30 – 2:50 pm, Lower Commons 
Look for details from classroom teachers 
 
Dec 15: School Spelling Bee 8:30 am, Parish Hall 
Grades 3-8 compete, Grades Pre-K – 8 attend 
 
Dec 16: School Mass 9:00 – 10:00 am, Church 
**School follows a Wednesday schedule** Parents welcome at Mass 
 
Dec 16: Christmas Concert grades 1, 3 & 5; Nativity by 7th grade 7:00 pm, Church 
 
Dec 16 – 18: Papa John’s Fundraiser 
Order pizza with code SMCS online, or send in your receipt to school by Dec 19  
 
Dec 17: NO School Mass  **School follows a Tuesday schedule**  
 
Dec 18: Chick-Fil-A & Sweet Frog Spirit Night  
 
Dec 19: Advent Prayer Service 2:00 – 2:50 pm, Church  
Parents welcome 
 
Dec 22 – Jan 2   CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY   No School or ASC 
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Please be sure you’re up to date … verify details on our online calendar: 
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1G1L6J4K5H2N8N8H2&igd=95030074  

 
 

 
PTO President 

A Quick Note 

During this season of Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Joy, we all pause 
to give thanks for all the gifts 
that God has given us, in all areas 
of our lives. 

I thank God every day for my 
loving and supportive husband 
and children, as well as the 
faithful community of my Saint 
Mary's Family. 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank my fellow 
board members and all the 
committee chairs who have made 
the first half of this school year 
run so smoothly for the PTO. I 
love you all and appreciate your 
tireless efforts. 

We begin the joyous season of 
Advent as a family during brunch, 
this Sunday. The list of concerts 
and performances continues, 
ending with our Advent Prayer 
Service on the 19th.  

Watch for news to come 
regarding our newly established 
Development Committee. This 
office, supported by the church, 
is tasked with aligning all 
fundraising efforts for the school 
and church, and they’re already 
working hard to benefit our Saint 
Mary's Family! 

 

 

http://www.orderlunches.com/
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1G1L6J4K5H2N8N8H2&igd=95030074


 

Our Christ-centered approach to learning encourages responsibility, accountability, respect, and 
above all compassion for one another. We endeavor to instill within the child and the community a 
life-long love of learning rooted in Catholic values and the conviction to follow them. 
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Catherine Pinotti  Margaux Schimick 
Madison Lee Patrick Doyle 
Brandon Avram Jack O'Leary 
Michael Morrissey Alex Pegram 
Gabriel Ehemann Sara Thompson 

$45 paid online by credit card at http://www.stmarysrichmond.org/VBC2014 

Go Brainbusters! 
Our Division 1 Robotics team, the Brainbusters, is heading to State Championships on Dec 5.  

Their game to teach dyslexic students about the 3 branches of government won them the title of 
GRAND CHAMPIONS at the Deep Run regional tournament.  

The Brainbusters came in first in EVERY category! 
 
Our students worked for months-giving up half days, lunches, recesses, and Saturdays for this 
team. It was a HUGE commitment, and we are so proud of their accomplishments.  

A big thank you to coaches Lori Valdepenas & Kristine Clopton - and congrats to the Brainbusters: 

 
 
 
 

The internationally renowned boys choir makes one 
of their only stops in the U.S. right here, at Saint 
Mary’s. We will host two performances: 

 
Thursday, December 18, 7 pm 

Friday, December 19, 7 pm 
 

You won't want to miss this event. Surprise your 
family and friends with the gift of music! 
 
Get your tickets today:  
$40 paid by cash or check at the Parish Office  
 

 

 

Vienna Boys Choir 

  
    

The Stewardship Committee has established a cut-off for first semester hours.  
 
Families have until Jan 5, 2015 to submit all hours from the first half of the school year. 
Anything submitted after that date will not be counted. Please be sure you have contacted 
your representative on the committee.   
 
http://www.saintmary.org/pto-events/saint-marys-pto-stewardship-program/  

Deadline for Volunteer Hours 

http://www.stmarysrichmond.org/VBC2014
http://www.saintmary.org/pto-events/saint-marys-pto-stewardship-program/
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Gene Garrison served in Vietnam as a combat 
medic, and is currently a Sergeant Major with 
the Salvation Army. He’s their head lay 
person, responsible for overseeing all corps 
work. He regularly serves at the homeless 
shelter downtown and is on the emergency 
disaster team, most recently having gone to 
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. 
   
 
 

Meet our In-House Hero, “Chef Gene” 
Winter Chess 

 
Registration is now 
open for the Winter 
Session of 
Championship Chess.   
 
Students grade 2 – 6 
are welcome. We need 
at least 10 players 
registered by 
December 1st to form 
a club. 
 
Registration: $120.00 
 
We will meet on 
Fridays from 3 -4 pm 
starting December 5, 
2014 through February 
20, 2015. 
 
Details are here: 
 
http://saintmary.org/c
hampionship-chess-
winter-session/  
 
 

 
 
 

Christmas Shop 
This fun tradition returns Dec 7 – 10, and 
allows students to “secretly” purchase 
affordable gifts without relying on 
parents to take them to a store. Prices 
range from $0.25 - $5.00 per item. 
 
Each class will visit the Shop. Students 
should bring their gift giving lists. Please 
ensure spending money is in a zip-top 
baggie labeled with your student’s name 
& homeroom.  
 

 

High-ability learners in grades 6-8 have an opportunity to attend four 
Focusing on the Future workshop  sessions at William & Mary. Participants 
will gain exposure to career opportunities related to the arts, humanities, 
mathematics, and sciences. 

 

Gifted Education at the College William and Mary 

 

Sessions start Feb. 7, 2015, and registration is open now through Jan. 23. For more 
information, and to register, go to: 
http://education.wm.edu/centers/cfge/announcements/focusing-on-the-future-2015.php  
 

Chef Gene started his culinary career in the hotel restaurant 
industry, and pastries are his passion. He has been serving the 
children of Saint Mary's since 1997 and enjoys spending his nights 
and weekends with his family. 

http://saintmary.org/championship-chess-winter-session/
http://saintmary.org/championship-chess-winter-session/
http://saintmary.org/championship-chess-winter-session/
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://christmas-kid.com/white-christmas-tree-with-presents-under-it.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=t3xlVOu7JcmSyATCpoLQCQ&ved=0CDIQ9QEwDg&usg=AFQjCNHflZUQ8S53xP8IC0DbVUbYt1eQ0g
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.thefire.org/schools/the-college-of-william-and-mary/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=RXtlVMf6L8WmyASkgIGYAw&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNHalQEs3kRDtuq9XXMGJRkiJuphvA
http://education.wm.edu/centers/cfge/announcements/focusing-on-the-future-2015.php
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December Study Tip 
Studying without concentration is 
like trying to fill a bucket with 
water when the bucket has a hole 
in its bottom. It doesn't work.  
 
A few tips to help your student 
improve concentration:  
 
 Make a study schedule that 

shows what tasks you need to 
accomplish and when you plan 
to accomplish each task.  
 

 Study at the time of day you 
work best. You know what 
works best for you. 

 
 Relax – and make sure you 

aren’t tired or hungry when 
you study.  

Clean Hands Save Lives 
Hand hygiene is the first line of defense against a 
pandemic, the common cold, the flu, SARS, foodborne 
illnesses, and other infectious diseases.  

Proper hand hygiene is proven to prevent outbreaks in 
healthcare facilities, reduce transmission of resistant 
organisms, and reduce overall infection rates.  

Remind your children to sing their ABC's while they wash, 
using warm, soapy water. 

Advent Brunch 

Sunday, December 7, 2014  
12:00 - 2:00 PM 

Adults $13, Couples $25 
Children 5-12 $5, Children under 4 are free  

Family cap $40 

Online ticket sales end Friday, Dec 5, 2014. Order today! 
https://stmaryva.ejoinme.org/MyPages/AdventBrunchTicketSale2014/tabid/566760/Default.aspx 

 

Don’t miss this lovely tradition to kick-off the Christmas season.  

Please join our Saint Mary’s family for brunch prepared by the 
renowned Chef Paul Elbling and the Saint Mary's Knights of 
Columbus Culinary Team. 

 

Changes to Middle School Mid-Terms 

By petition of the Student Council, and with 
concurrence of the teachers, Saint Mary’s will 

schedule mid-term examinations for the 2014-2015 
school year the week of December 15. 
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