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Cruising altitude
SMCS grad Puchalski braved big 
change to reach a higher calling
One could say that Saint Mary’s 
alumni are everywhere, but here’s 
a new point to consider: Saint 
Mary’s 2009 graduate Lauren 
Puchalski might be 45,000 feet 
above you right now. 
Lauren is a charter pilot, and 
she’s thriving in a career she’d at 
one time never even considered. 
Her path has been a study in 
self awareness, bravery and 
versatility – traits she must tap 
into as she adjusts to situations 
she encounters on the fly – and 
that will benefit her wherever she 
lands.
Lauren attended Saint Mary’s 
from first through eighth grades. 
She went on to Saint Gertrude for 
high school and then to Virginia 
Tech. Her college career started 
with a plan to be a dentist, and as 
such Lauren majored in human 
nutrition, foods and exercise. 
As a good International 
Baccalaureate Programme 
learner, Lauren was open-minded, 
curious and risk-taking. After 
working for almost seven years in 
a pharmacy during and prior to 
college and observing interactions 
between insurance companies and 
health care providers, she decided 
that she wanted to reconsider her 
career path.
However, the idea of the financial 
cost of switching gears and 
starting flight school created a 
lot of stress, Lauren said. She 
had come so far in her education 
thinking dentistry was her goal 

that changing course was an 
extremely difficult decision. 
“The only thing I’d ever done 
with my life was go to school,” 
Lauren said, “so the gravity of this 
decision was huge!”
As the end of senior year 
approached, Lauren decided 
to apply for a job to be a flight 
attendant. Then she had an 
epiphany: Why don’t I just fly the 
plane? 
“I went to the Blacksburg airport 
– I just showed up – and asked if 
there were any opportunities for 
me to take a flying lesson,” she 
said. “There was an instructor 
willing to take me up that 
afternoon, so I went flying that 
day when I finished up classes.
“I’m big into hiking and 
backpacking, and as we were 
flying that first time we saw the 
Appalachian Trail on the ridgeline 
below us,” Lauren said. “I knew a 

Lauren Puchalski knows how to soar

Story continued on page 7
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Tales from the trail
National Geographic Adventurer of the Year 
Jennifer Pharr Davis visits SMCS
Jennifer Pharr Davis has been called the 
Serena Williams of long-distance hiking. In 2011 
she set a record for the fastest known time (FKT) 
for thru-hiking the 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail, 
completing it in 46 days – an average of 47 miles 
per day. A National Geographic Adventurer of 
the Year, Davis is also an author, wife and mother, 
business owner and first-rate storyteller. On 
Wednesday evening, September 21, members of 
the Saint Mary’s community listened to Davis tell 
stories and share lessons from the trail. 

Saint Mary’s 2020 graduate Ella Wiatt, currently 
a freshman at Maggie L. Walker Governor’s 
School, introduced Davis. Wiatt is a climber and 
adventurer in her own right, having summitted 
Mt. Washington in New Hampshire and Mt. Baker 
in Washington State. 

The evening’s theme was Blaze your trail – find 
your purpose. Davis spoke to that theme with 
advice meant to meet any traveler on the journey 
of life. Some of her take-aways:

■  If you’re lost – on a hike or otherwise – take 
a minute to drink some water, eat a snack, 
and gather your resources, Davis said. Take 
a deep breath and remember where you 
were the last time you knew you were on 
the right path. Head back to that spot.

■  Try new things. Sometimes you may not 
find your calling until you’ve turned over 
lots of rocks!

■  Get outside. Look around. Realize that 
you are not separate from nature – you 
are part of the beauty all around you. That 
truth can help you feel connected to God 
and your environment. Being part of a 
spiritual and biological ecosystem means 
that we are never alone and that we are 
responsible for those around us. 

■  Your journey will be filled with unexpected 
friends – and people who, sometimes, 
you might want to hide from. Don’t hide. 
Learn the power and freedom that comes 

from having tough, honest conversations. 
Communicate your expectations of others, 
communicate your boundaries, and when 
you need something, ask. 

■  Resist the urge to quit. And resist the urge 
to compare your best to someone else’s. 
At the end of the day – and at the end of 
the trail – our worth is not tied to records 
or recognition. It is found in being a part of 
nature – a beloved child of God – uniquely 
and wonderfully made with talents that 
matter and gifts that are needed. You 
don’t have to be the best – you just have 
to strive to be your best.

After her talk, Davis spent time talking to 
attendees and signing copies of her books. 
Through her example and through her stories, 
Davis’s overarching message is a good one for  
all of us: Keep going. 

Davis signed books and shared stories with attendees, including SMCS students.



Maurer takes his dream by the throttle
SMCS 2012 alum makes good on his grade-school goal

Reno Report

Lieutenant Junior Grade Will Maurer found out in 
mid-September that he’s been assigned his first choice 
of duties. In flight school with the Navy in Pensacola, 
Fla., Maurer’s been assigned to helicopters. 

“I have wanted to be a pilot my whole life,” Maurer 
said. “Technically complex machines have always 
interested me and aviation is responsible for many 
such vehicles, so I think it was only natural aviation 
was the profession for me.

 “I don’t remember which year it was, but in one of 
my Saint Mary’s yearbooks a question was posed 
along the lines of: ‘What do you want to be when you 
grow up?’ I answered that I wanted to fly helicopters,” 
Maurer said. “Now, ten to twelve years later, I am 
about be begin helicopter training. It is a surreal 
feeling!”

Maurer attended Benedictine College Preparatory 
School after graduating from Saint Mary’s, and 
there focused heavily on math and science classes 
and joined the cross country and track teams to be 
competitive for an ROTC scholarship, he said. In the 
fall of his senior year at BCP, he was awarded a Naval 
ROTC scholarship to Virginia Tech, where he was 
among the Corps of Cadets. 

He graduated from Tech in May 2020 with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in meteorology. Maurer has been 
at flight school since the fall of 2020 and said he will 
likely graduate in late 2023.

Saint Mary’s new gym and courtyard renovations 
are almost complete and the kitchen and meeting 
room are not far behind. Already there are so many 
highlights, among them: a restored stage that will 
have a wheelchair lift, a crucifix original to the 
space that was lovingly refurbished by our artist and 
custodial staff member Jerry Dueñas, an amazing 
new floor with our mascot painted in the middle of 
a regulation middle-school basketball and volleyball 
court, six basketball hoops (including four that are 
portable for cross-court play), new cafeteria tables 
and storage for them, a fire mitigation sprinkler 
system and a new AV system and acoustic panels.

The kitchen should be finished by the end of the year, 
with the new walk-in Fridge/freezer’s arrival and 

Will Maurer, SMCS c/o 2012, is training to be a helicopter pilot with the Navy.

The new court is a highlight of our recent renovation.
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Story continued on page 6
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New faces
We are excited to welcome new members of  
our faculty and staff at Saint Mary’s this year!

Top row from L to R: Dawn Slagle, Christopher Birkland, Vicky Oliver, Michael Hicks

Middle row from L to R: Will Caulder, Nancy Hartgrove, Amanda Cosby, Tylar Harrod

Bottom row from L to R: Sarah DiFazio, Mary Morris, Karinna Bordas, Trisha Potter

Getting to know…

new faces and places!
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Amanda Esparza, assistant principal
Mrs. Esparza is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame’s 
Mary-Ann Remick Leadership Program in Alliance for 
Catholic Education. She most recently served as academic 
dean at the Benedictine Schools of Richmond. In her own 
words: “I was surprised by the number of faculty and staff 
who have children who are SMCS students and alumni. It is 
a great testament to how wonderful our school is!”

Dawn Slagle, instructional resource teacher  
(Grades 5-8)
For the past seven years, Mrs. Slagle served as a student 
success teacher at Manchester High School. She worked in 
Chesterfield County for a total of 15 years after five years in 
Hanover County at the start of her career. In her own words: 
“I feel so blessed to be a part of the Saint Mary’s family! God 
has truly called me to the perfect place!”

Will Caulder, JK teacher (veteran Monarch, new role)
Mr. Caulder served last year as the first grade instructional 
assistant. He is known for his infectiously sunny attitude 
and a deep love for flaming hot Cheetos! In his own words: 
“Everyone has been so supportive and helpful. We have a 
very kind and generous staff.”

Amanda Cosby, instructional assistant for 
kindergarten (returning Monarch)
In her own words: “I worked at Saint Mary’s from 2007-
2009 as a first grade aide, and I am THRILLED to be back!” 
Last year Mrs. Cosby worked with exceptional education 
students in Powhatan County after working five years as a 
dispatcher.

Nancy Hartgrove, instructional assistant for first 
grade/IB MYP French language teacher
Mrs. Hartgrove and her family have been in Richmond 
for about a year. Prior to working at Saint Mary’s, she 
homeschooled her children for five years. Before that, she 
was a music educator in both public and private schools, 
including Our Lady of the Valley Catholic School in 
Birmingham, Alabama. In her own words: “I can’t wait to 
see the finished construction!”

Tylar Harrod, second grade teacher (veteran 
Monarch, new role)
Last year Mrs. Harrod served as a fourth grade teacher and 
prior to that taught kindergarten at a Catholic School in 
St. Louis. In her own words: Mrs. Harrod is most excited 
about “getting to know my second graders and getting the 
opportunity to continue to love my now fifth graders!”

Trisha Potter, instructional assistant for fourth and 
fifth grades
In her own words: Ms. Potter most looks forward to 
attending “School Mass as a community.” Prior to joining 
Saint Mary’s, she worked at Richmond Montessori School.

Sarah DiFazio, fifth grade teacher (veteran Monarch, 
new role)
In her own words: “I am really looking forward to getting 
to experience all of the joys of the Saint Mary’s community 
with my own class such as the Christmas Show, May 
Crowning and Field Day.” Last year, Mrs. DiFazio was an 
instructional assistant in fourth and fifth grades.

Mary Morris, fifth grade teacher
Mrs. Morris comes to us from Blessed Sacrament School in 
Alexandria, Va., where she taught fifth grade for six years. 
She looks forward to creating a welcoming classroom and 
to collaborating with students, staff and parents to help 
students reach their full potential. In her own words: “I 
enjoy reading Shakespeare and writing. I also have coached 
basketball to elementary school students. In addition, I have 
performed in musicals.”

Karinna Bordas, IB MYP Spanish language teacher
In her own words: “Everybody is kind and helpful. I love 
that more than one teacher has thanked me for being here. 
I also appreciate that Mr. Hess checks in on my classroom 
and asks how I am doing. Mrs. Esparza is always there too. 
Mr. Schaefer and Mrs. Forkey are already excellent and 
helpful colleagues. I am grateful to be part of a great team.” 
Mrs. Bordas most recently worked at Loudoun Country 
Day School in Leesburg as a preschool through fifth grade 
Spanish teacher.

Vicky Oliver, IB MYP math and science teacher 
(returning Monarch)
Having previously taught at Saint Mary’s from 2012 through 
2018, Ms. Oliver returns to us as a middle school math 
and science teacher. She also helps coordinate aspects 
of schoolwide digital learning. She most recently taught 
fourth and fifth grades at Echo Lake Elementary in Henrico 
County. Before her career in teaching, she was a systems 
engineer developing software. In her own words: “I am 
excited to return to Saint Mary’s and look forward to sharing 
my knowledge of technology to provide interactive and 
engaging instruction.”

Christopher Birkland, IB MYP math teacher
In his own words: “So far I have really appreciated the 
atmosphere and overall supportiveness of the school 
community.” Mr. Birkland worked in Chesterfield County 
prior to joining Saint Mary’s IB Middle Years Programme 
faculty.

Michael Hicks, IB MYP language arts teacher
Mr. Hicks comes to us from Rome, Italy, where he served as 
assistant principal and English teacher at an IB, Catholic, 
pre-K to Grade 12 international school. He and his wife are 
both Virginia natives who returned stateside to be closer 
to family after teaching internationally for eight years. Mr. 
Hicks looks forward to sharing his experiences abroad as 
well as his faith with our community at Saint Mary’s.



Jessica Savage: reaching for the stars
SMCS 2017 alum attains NASA trajectory
Jessica Savage is a Saint Mary’s class of 2017 
graduate. After Saint Mary’s she attended high 
school at J.R. Tucker High School as part of the 
Advanced College Academy program. She’s now 
a junior at Virginia Tech, majoring in electrical 
engineering and traditional mathematics. 

Jessica’s NASA career started during her 
sophomore year of high school when she 
was accepted as a Virginia Space Coast 
Scholar. Virginia Space Coast Scholars (VSCS) 
is a program that focuses on the science, 
engineering and technology integral to current 
missions at NASA Wallops Flight Facility and the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Spaceport. 

After her successes with this program, Jessica 
continued to pursue the Virginia Space Grant 
Consortium’s (VSGC) high school programs 
for the rest of her high school career. Once 
she graduated from Tucker, she came back to 
NASA as an intern for the Virginia Space Grant 
Consortium programs.

 She says her career took off (pun intended) after her 
VSGC internship. She received an offer to become an 
intern at the NASA Langley Research Facility and is 
currently working at the NASA Goddard Space Flight 
Center in the Energy Management Department. 

While Jessica is working at Goddard, she is also 
in NASA’s Lucy Student Pathway Accelerator and 
Competency Enabler (L’SPACE) Academy. This is a 
virtual academy where a large number of teams from 

institutions across the world participate and compete 
in the NASA Proposal Writing and Evaluation 
Experience (NPWEE). These are highly innovative 
proposals for new technologies and concepts to 
enable agency objectives and enhance mission 
capabilities.

“Overall, my education at Saint Mary’s has prepared 
me for the rigorous education that eventually led me 
to where I am,” Jessica says. “If you set your mind 
toward anything, you can achieve it!”

Jessica is currently working for Goddard Space Flight Center in the Energy Management Department.

installation in December. The meeting room adjacent 
to the courtyard should also be complete by that time. 
We’re eager to share this space with you because 
there’s nothing like seeing it, especially if you 
have memories of spending time in this space pre-
renovation. It’s a whole new ball game. Literally! It’s 
going to be amazing. 

Global supply chain difficulties have slowed our 
finish and increased costs such that our $2.5 million 
Built on Faith campaign really needs a revised goal of 
$2.9 million to pay for the project. We have $1 million 
still to raise. If you’ve pledged or contributed to the 
Built on Faith campaign already: THANK YOU. This 
project has been made possible because of you. 

If you haven’t pledged or contributed yet, please 

consider doing so now. It’s not too late – in fact, it’s 
right on time. Your gift could be the three-pointer at 
the buzzer that would help us wrap up this campaign. 
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Reno Report story continued from page 1

Workers put the Monarch logo on our new center court.
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lot of the landmarks we were seeing.” 
The instructor offered to keep flying if Lauren would 
continue to point out landmarks so he could learn 
them from the air, so she got to fly with him for more 
than two hours. 

“I thought: This is the best office ever!”  
she said. “I was completely obsessed.”

She graduated from Virginia Tech and went straight 
to ATP flight school at the Richmond Airport. She got 
certifications to be a private pilot as well as a flight 
instructor, and then taught as a flight instructor at ATP 
and at the Chesterfield airport for two years.
Today Lauren is a charter pilot for a company called 
Martinair, based in Richmond. Martinair flies private 
charters and med-evac flights. Lauren pilots their 
Learjet and Beechjet aircrafts.
Lauren said the type of flying she does is different 
from being a pilot for an airline. Every day and every 
week are different. 
She has to be within an hour’s reach of the airport 
unless she’s on vacation. Some weeks she might fly 30 
hours, some weeks she’ll fly fewer. She’s director of 
training for her company so some weeks she’s allowed 
more time at her desk to administer that role, making 
sure all the company’s pilots are up to date on their 
training. 
During one memorable job she flew clients to Montana 
and got to hang out there for five days till she flew 
them back to Richmond. Some days she flies from 
Richmond to Charlottesville to Dulles in D.C. to 
Philadelphia, all in one day.
She’s enjoyed flying over the Hudson River corridor in 
New York, turning around the Statue of Liberty. She’s 
also liked flying to the First Flight airport in Kitty 
Hawk, N.C., where the Wright Brothers made their 
historic flight. When she has clients who need to land 
there she can sometimes spend a day at the nearby 
beach till it’s time to return to Richmond. 
How does one muster the bravery to seek a career that 
requires defying gravity on a daily basis?

Lauren said she doesn’t consider herself instinctively 
brave – though she’s always been an adventure seeker. 
She credits her parents with rearing her around lots 
of different vehicles: ATVs, boats and jet skis – so that 
she’s comfortable maneuvering machines. 
She also said that flight school – and flying – are 
mentally and physically challenging. 
“There’s so much training,” she said. “It’s intimidating. 
You think: can I do this? There are a lot of people who 
flunk out of flight school because they can’t do it, but 
I was always pretty good at school. This is what set me 
up to be so successful as a pilot.”

We weren’t born with wings so to learn to be a pilot, 
our brains have to tap into something we’ve never 
exercised before, Lauren said. Studying and preparing 
are how I overcame every hurdle.
Lauren said that Saint Mary’s gave her a great 
foundation of study skills, community, confidence and 
integrity. 
“I definitely think Saint Mary’s Catholic School set me 
up for success,” she said. “I graduated eighth grade 
with 35 kids who are still like my brothers and sisters. 
I really feel like I know exactly who I am and I am 
confident in my decision making. That comes a lot 
from the Saint Mary’s community.”
Lauren cited her teachers as being integral to her 
success, as well as the traditions set forth at Saint 
Mary’s. Mrs. Gigi Dyer, who retired in 2021, taught 
Lauren math at Saint Mary’s, and helped ensure 
that Lauren was well prepared – there’s a lot of math 
involved in aviation, Lauren said. 
Likewise, Lauren credited Father Renninger and her 
SMCS teachers – particularly Mrs. Nan Laux – for  
teaching her valuable life lessons and to lead with 
integrity. 
In her free time, Lauren loves to be outside – 
backpacking, camping, snowboarding. She played a lot 
of recreational sports growing up and still likes to be 
active. She loves music and general aviation, and really 
enjoyed her time as a flight instructor, she said. 
What advice does Lauren have for the Saint Mary’s 
students of today?

“Work hard,” she said. “You’re setting yourself up 
for your future. I’ve never been mad at myself for 
investing time in my studies and in my career.
“And try everything,” Lauren said. “If you would have 
asked me back in my Saint Mary’s days, I would never 
have seen myself as a backpacking pilot. I’m really 
grateful to myself for trying.”

Lauren Puchalski story continued from page 1

Lauren and her family in front of a jet: they helped her get her wings!

Jessica is currently working for Goddard Space Flight Center in the Energy Management Department.
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Tickled as a Pickle
SMCS Class of 2019 grad Grace Rooney  
chases uncommon dream
Grace Rooney finished her junior year of high school 
as a Gator and started senior year a Fighting Pickle. 

What exactly happened?

It was a happy accident, she said.

Grace, who graduated from Saint Mary’s in 2019, 
was in Winston-Salem, N.C. during the fall of 2021, 
visiting a former harp teacher. Coincidentally, the 
restaurant where they met to have lunch was five 
minutes away from the University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts, and the teacher suggested they 
take a tour of UNCSA – you know – since they were 
there.  

Upon touring UNCSA, Grace learned about the 
school’s high school boarding-student program. 
Though her mom and dad were not too thrilled with 
the idea of Grace going away to a boarding school for 
her senior year, Grace decided to apply. In early 2022 
she was accepted, received scholarship funds to help 
with the cost of tuition, and off she went to begin her 
senior year as a UNCSA Fighting Pickle.

(The UNCSA mascot is The Fighting Pickle, while 
Saint Gertrude, where Grace attended high school 
freshman through junior year, is represented by the 
Gator.)  

To back up a bit: As you might have guessed, Grace 
plays the harp. She started out as a ballet dancer. 
Grace began pursuing the harp in 2015, soon after she 
learned that she’d have to step back from her focus on 
ballet due to foot pain she was experiencing.

While searching for something to fill the void where 
dancing had once been, Grace went to a summer 
camp through the Green Spring International 
Academy of Music in Richmond. She chose the harp 
because it was uncommon, she said.

“I didn’t see anyone else doing it, which is 
why I wanted to play,” Grace said. “I fell in 

love with it and never stopped.”
Fast forward four years, when Grace was a junior 
at Saint Gertrude, still pursuing the harp and in 
fact preparing, as part of the American Youth Harp 
Ensemble, to record at Abbey Road Studios in London. 
Yes: the Abbey Road Studios where the Beatles 
recorded.

“I accidentally took a nap on  
John Lennon’s piano,” Grace said.

She was in London as part of collaboration among 
the American Youth Harp Ensemble, the Claire Jones 
Harp Ensemble and the Shenandoah Conservatory. 
While Grace was getting ready for her trip to England, 
she was also readying her application to UNCSA.

She said part of what drew her to apply and then to 
attend UNCSA once accepted was the challenge.

“I knew I’d have to grow,” she said.

Transporting Grace’s harp is no small job, but she’s got it in the bag!
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How has it been so far?

The teachers at UNCSA are tough – especially when it 
comes to the harp – and blunt sometimes, Grace said.

“I’ve learned not to internalize critiques,” she said.

She said that her goal is to practice her harp four 
hours every day, though she doesn’t always hit that 
mark.

Every Wednesday is Arts Wednesday, during which 
students have no academic classes, she said. On 
Wednesdays she has a masterclass at 10 a.m., 
a performance hour during which she watches 
other people perform, and a lesson with her harp 
instructor. Each month she has a juried performance, 
where she plays in front of a board of people who then 
analyze her performance.

“It was definitely hard here at first,” 
Grace said.  

“I love it, but it was an adjustment.”

Grace said she could consider staying at UNCSA for 
college after she completes this year, but she has a 
few other schools to which she’ll apply

“I’m crossing my fingers that I can do it 
[play the harp] as my job,” she said.

Did Saint Mary’s help set her on the road to finding and 
following this passion?

Grace thinks so.

Everyone at Saint Mary’s was so supportive, she said.

“If I was at another school there’s a  
possibility that I would have been a  

follower,” Grace said.
At Saint Mary’s I felt safe to try something no one else 
was doing, she said. I ended up being where I was 
meant to be. 

More Musical Monarchs
Abby Kupstas, SMCS 
class of 2017, is a second-
year at the University of 
Virginia. She is currently 
planning to double major 
in Commerce (a business 
degree through the 
UVA McIntire School of 
Commerce) and Youth 
& Social Innovation (an 
education policy degree 
through UVA’s School of 
Education and Human 
Development). Outside 
of the classroom, Abby 
plays alto saxophone in the Cavalier Marching Band 
(CMB) and is the chair of the CMB’s Media and 
Communications Committee. She is also a tour guide 
with the University Guide Service, an organization that 
provides self-written admissions and historical tours of 
the University of Virginia. Finally, she and a friend are 
founding Wahoo Swap, a new organization that hosts 
alternative clothing swap events on UVA’s Grounds. 

If you’re interested in Insta-stalking any of these 
groups... 
@uvamarchingband 
@uvasaxophones 
@uvaguides 
@wahooswap

Michael Morrissey, 
SMCS class of 2018, 
auditioned for and made 
the University of Notre 
Dame Marching Band 
Drum Line. Michael is in 
good company in more 
ways than one: he joins 
SMCS class of 2017 grad 
Kieran Larkin, who’s also 
a member of the Drum 
Line in the Band of the 
Fighting Irish. 

SMCS class of 2015 alumna 
Marian Parong is captain 
of the Marching Virginians 
Color Guard at Virginia 
Tech, where she’s a senior 
this year. Mom Carmina 
says Marian is a biology 
major with a biomedical 
option; she plans to apply 
for a doctorate of physical 
therapy program after she 
graduates. 

Abby Kupstas

Kieran Larkin and  
Michael Morrissey

Marian Parong
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Alumni news

Thomas Tucholka and  
Erik Kolb,SMCS alumni 
from the class of 2017, 
completed the Tunnel 
to Towers 5k in New 
York City on September 
25.The event symbolizes 
Firefighter Stephen Siller’s 
final footsteps from the 
foot of the Battery Tunnel 
to the Twin Towers on 9/11 
and pays homage to the 
343 FDNY firefighters, law 
enforcement officers, and thousands of civilians who 
lost their lives on September 11, 2001.

Tom said it was a big goal of his to be able to run the 
whole race, and he trained for months to lose weight 
and be ready. He said there were people from all over 
the world running. 

“I felt exhausted coming out of the Hugh L. Carey 
tunnel, but then seeing the entire race path lined 
with pictures of those who lost their lives on 9/11 gave 
me the motivation to finish the last mile or so of the 
race,” Tom said. “After we finished I felt like I had done 
something special for both myself and for those who 
should be remembered as heroes.”

Becca Alipanah 
Croxton 
(SMCS class of 
1993), Jessica 
Laubacher 
Marsh (SMCS 
class of 1994), 
Meghan Ward 
Ho (SMCS class 
of 1994) and 
Julie Marsh 
(SMCS class of 1994) got together in October for a 
glass-blowing class at The Glass Spot in downtown 
Richmond. 

The Rathbone Triplets, SMCS class of 2016  
(as reported by Jessica):

Jessica Rathbone took first 
place at the City with Spirit 
Classic golf tournament in 
Cleveland, Tenn. Jessica was 
playing as part of her team 
at Anderson University in 
South Carolina. She said she 
was competing for first place 
individually with another girl, 
Yui, from Les University. Yui 
was ahead of Jessica going 
into the last hole, and Jessica pulled ahead to force a 
playoff. Jessica ended up birdying the hole to secure 
the win, while Yui parred. The AU Trojans finished 
second in the Spirit of Fall Classic, with Jessica in first 
place (individual). The team finished last season as a 
semifinalist at Nationals in Gainesville, Ga. Jessica plans 
to graduate in May 2024 with a B.S. in biochemistry. 

Stephen Rathbone 
is preparing for the 
gymnastics season 
at Temple University, 
which begins in 
January. Their first 
meet is on January 
14, 2023 in Rochester, 
N.Y. Stephen plans 
to graduate in December 2023 with a B.S. in civil 
engineering. He is working at an internship for the City 
of Philadelphia as a structural engineer and he loves it, 
Jessica said.

Allison Rathbone plans to graduate in May from VCU  
(a year early) with a B.S. in forensic science. 

Jessica thinks its funny that the three are all graduating 
at different times. She said they’d be praying for 
everyone at Saint Mary’s to have a great school year. 
“Everyone at SMCS has a special place in my and my 
family’s hearts,” she said.

Erik Kolb and Thomas Tucholka

Jessica Rathbone

Stephen Rathbone

Becca Croxton, Jessica (Laubacher) Marsh, 
Meghan (Ward) Ho and Julie Marsh at The 
Glass Spot
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Jack Miller, SMCS class of 2019, has verbally committed 
to attend Virginia Military Institute in the fall, where he’ll 
be a member of the VMI Keydets soccer team. 

Remember Kate Lomaka Hogue, a SMCS alumna who 
was featured in our Spring 2022 issue? She just finished 
her first Ironman Triathlon in Chattanooga, Tenn. on 
September 25. Way to go, Kate!

Logan Grasser, SMCS class 
of 2019, is busy navigating his 
college search, but he took time 
on October 29 to help with the 
AV needs at the Go Forth 5k. 
Here he is pictured with Monty 
the Monarch. Logan was part 
of Mr. Tlusty’s AV club when he 
was at Saint Mary’s, and when 
Mr. T wasn’t able to come to the rack, Logan was happy 
to help. Thank you, Logan! 

Another SMCS class of 2018 grad, Molly Sproull, began 
her freshman year at Florida State University, but she’s 
not in Tallahassee – Molly is spending a year abroad in 
London. She was in London when Queen Elizabeth II 
passed away and went to Buckingham Palace as soon 
as she heard the news. 

Julia Pellei, SMCS 
class of 2018, is 
having a great 
pleb year at the 
United States 
Naval Academy. 
Although she’s 
not yet declared 
a major, she’s 
leaning toward 

something STEM related and is interested in surface 
warfare. 

Hannah Lyons, also SMCS class of 2018, is enjoying 
her time at Maynooth University in Maynooth, Ireland. 
Hannah sent us an update, which you can read here: 
LINK. Some highlights are:

-Hannah’s five flatmates are 
from all around: three from 
China, one from Singapore, 
and Hannah and one other 
from the U.S. 

-She’s made fast friends with 
two of her flatmates, and 
together they took a weekend 
trip to Sligo before classes began. Hannah said: “It was 
a wonderfully Irish town with cobble streets, crumbling 
churches, craggy beaches and live music.” The trip 
opened her eyes to the relative ease and affordability 
of travel to other cities and countries from Maynooth. 
Scotland may be her next destination!

-Hannah had completed two weeks of classes when 
she sent the update, and everything so far had been 
great. She’s taking English 101, two history courses and 
a geography 101 course. Between history and English, 
she has lots of reading to do, but because none of her 
classes begin before noon, she’s well set to spend the 
mornings getting her reading done. 

-Hannah is glad to know she’ll be at Maynooth for 
four years instead of for one short semester abroad. 
Knowing this has allowed her to explore without 
rushing, and to recognize that she’s got plenty of time 
to form friendships with other students who will be 
there for four years, too.

-People notice Hannah’s accent. An Irish friend is 
helping her learn to pronounce Irish words and names 
and has promised to show Hannah some of her favorite 
spots in Galway, Cork and in her hometown.

-There’s some dissention afoot at Maynooth University, 
as the university has cancelled plans to build a long-
anticipated new Student Union building citing rising 
construction expenses. The thing is: the university has 
been charged a levy on students since 2015 to raise 
money for the new building. Where will the money go? 
The Student Union and its supporters are protesting 
the cancellation and Hannah is in agreement with their 
efforts. After all: “What does it mean to be a college 
student if you are not protesting something?” Hannah 
said.

Julia Pellei and family

Hannah Lyons

Logan Grasser
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Denise Oliff Kelly shared this picture of Saint Mary’s alumni 
gathered as part of the 1982 Saint Gertrude, Marymount 
and Benedictine College Preparatory 40th class reunion in 
October. 

From left: Leo Maynes, Denise Oliff Kelly, Susan McNamara, 
Teresa Duffy Ashworth, Nallibe Mehfoud Ward, Chris 
Daylor-Waller and Bobby Blair. All pictured are from Saint 
Mary’s class of 1978.

Great Gathering


