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EDUCATING CHILDREN SPIRITUALLY, ACADEMICALLY AND PERSONALLY  IN THIS ISSUE 

This summer has been a very busy time for 
Saint Mary’s school!  Walls are being painted, 
cabinets are being installed, floors are being 
refinished, schedules are being prepared, 
admissions and enrollments are being 
finalized, transcripts are being processed, 
new technology is being installed and tested, 
landscaping is being done, rooms are being 
cleaned, systems are being upgraded 
including new messaging, better student 
tracking and website improvements, faculty 
are being hired, teachers are attending 
professional development workshops, the 
PTO is planning fundraising and social 
activities, and there is even some time for 
vacations.  This newsletter is an attempt to 
provide information to the community in 
general with the goal of being as up to date 
as possible in this blur of summer time. 

Particular attention should be paid to the 
information related to the first few days of 
school.  This can be a confusing time, 
especially for new students, and every effort 
is being made to make the transition from 
summer to school time as smooth as 
possible.  Please don’t hesitate to ask if you 
have any questions, so that we can all enjoy 
the first few days of school. 

Communications: 
Office to Classroom 
 
Last week, our over 40 year old intercom 
system just stopped working – ugh!  It wasn’t 
much of surprise to learn that the last parts 
made for the system were made 30 years 
ago.  In this age of rapidly changing 
technology, the only cost effective solution is 
to replace the intercom with a new system.  
This will take 6 – 8 weeks, and we will start 
the year without office to classroom 
communications.  Fortunately, we are able to 
maintain emergency communications via 
personal cell phones, but we will not be able 
to handle routine communications.  This will 
primarily affect messages to students, so 
please be sure your student is aware of after 
school plans (Don’t forget to go to after school 
care today), if lunch was ordered for the day, 
and other such messages.  To assist the 
office, please do not call to request early 
dismissals, message delivery, etc.  After 2:00 
PM, the office staff will not be able to deliver 
messages, retrieve students, etc. – please 
plan accordingly.   

 

 

St. Cecelia Band Program at SMCS 
The St. Cecelia Band program provides the opportunity 
for Saint Mary’s students to both learn to play a band 
instrument as well as become a member of a school 
band. 

see Page 3 

 

Faculty Updates 
Getting the very best teachers for Saint Mary’s is an 
ongoing priority.  Read the latest on vacant faculty 
positions. 

see Page 2 

First Days of School: 
2015-2016 School Year 
By Thomas Dertinger 
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Orientation, Meet-the-
Teacher, Back-to-School 
How does this all work? 
 

Orientations are held for Pre-School, 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten.  

Parents meet with teachers and learn 

classroom routines, curriculum, and 

how best to help their children.   

Meet-the -Teacher time is for students 

to meet their teachers, drop off 

classroom supplies, and get 

comfortable with their new classrooms 

while parents go to the gym to drop 

off forms, sign up for committees, and 

learn about PTO activities. 

Back-to-School nights are for parents 

to meet with the Principal and 

classroom teachers.  After a brief 

introductory group presentation, 

parents are invited to their children’s 

classrooms to learn about classroom 

routines, classroom rules, and ask 

questions.

 

Pre-School Prep (2 year old class) Orientation  6:30 PM Tuesday, August 18
th

 

Meet with Mrs. Heishman in the Bishop Sullivan Room.  The Bishop Sullivan Room is located in the 
ECDC.  Enter through the ECDC doors (glass doors that face the parking lot). 

Pre-School (3 year old class) Orientation  7:00 PM Tuesday, August 18
th

 

Meet with Mrs. Heishman in the Bishop Sullivan Room.  The Bishop Sullivan Room is located in the 
ECDC.  Enter through the ECDC doors (glass doors that face the parking lot). 

Pre-Kindergarten Orientation 6:30 PM Wednesday, August 19
th

  

Meet with Mrs. Williamson in the Bishop Sullivan Room.  The Bishop Sullivan Room is located in the 
ECDC.  Enter through the ECDC doors (glass doors that face the parking lot). 

Kindergarten Orientation 7:00 PM Wednesday, August 19
th

 

Meet with Mrs. Harris and Mrs. Peebles in the Bishop Sullivan Room.  The Bishop Sullivan Room is 
located in the ECDC.  Enter through the ECDC doors (glass doors that face the parking lot). 

Meet-the-Teacher 3:00 PM – 5:45 PM Thursday, August 20 

All students are invited to stop in and meet their teachers, drop off supplies, and get comfortable 
with their new classrooms.  Parents are reminded to escort their students through the building, as 
teachers will not be supervising students during this time.  Parents, don’t forget to stop in the gym 
with your forms and check out upcoming activities. 

Back to School Night (Grades 1 – 5) 7:00 – 9:00 PM, Tuesday, August 25 

Back-to-School Night (Grades 6 – 8) 7:00 -9:00 PM, Wednesday, August 26 

Start with a general meeting in the gym, followed by classroom visits.  A schedule will be available for 
middle school classes as well as multiple sessions for the elementary classes. 

 

Faculty and Staff Update 

Middle School Math 

Please welcome Mrs. Kathleen 
(Gigi) Dyer who will be teaching 
IB Middle School Mathematics.  
Mrs. Dyer comes to Saint 
Mary’s with a wealth of 
experience teaching 
Mathematics and a reputation 
as “one of the best” .   

Saint Mary’s bids Mrs. Koehler a 
fond farewell as she transitions 
to a new position.  “I will truly 
miss the families, students, and 
my colleagues at Saint 
Mary’s.  It has been a wonderful 
experience working there and I 
am sad to say good-bye to so 
many kind people.”   

Second Grade (Bubble Class) 

Please welcome Mrs. Amy 
Turner who will be teaching 
second grade.  Mrs. Turner 
transitions from the Pre-School 
Program to the Second Grade 
class.  A Saint Mary’s Mom and 
Teacher with a graduate degree 
in education, Mrs. Turner will 
continue the tradition of 
excellence in teaching at Saint 
Mary’s.  Mrs. Turner joins the 
second grade team and will 
contribute her expertise to 
benefit all second grade 
students. 

Gifted and Talented  

A search committee of parents and 

teachers recommended two applicants for 

consideration.  Unfortunately, neither 

candidate worked out as a match for the 

position, and the search continues. 

Contingency plans call for current resource 

faculty to continue the 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade 

accelerated math classes (pull outs to 

begin following Labor Day).  Once a new 

teacher is hired, we will examine the 

program and design both math and 

language arts components. 
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Saint Cecelia Band Program at SMCS 
 

St. Cecilia Band Program cordially invites your child to join the school band! 

There will be a Band Interest Parent Meeting where you can hear more information and ask questions about the program.  Please 
join us: 

What:  Band Interest Parent Meeting 

When: August 25 (Tuesday) at 6:30 PM 

Where: St. Mary's School gym 

Who:  Anyone interested in the band program 

If your child already participates, then you are well aware of the 
benefits of learning to play an instrument and being a part of the 
school band.  Thank you for your family’s commitment to be involved 
in music!  

If your child is not already participating, please consider coming to the Band Interest Parent Meeting to hear more about the St. 
Cecilia Band Program and how it can benefit your child.  The school band program will be explained and a representative from Music 
& Arts, a local music store, will be available to assist with instrument rental.  

FAQ – Frequently Asked Questions 

Q. How do I register? 

A. Please email scbandprogram@gmail.com for a registration form.  I will also be available at the Band Interest Parent Meeting to 
register students (see above for details).  

Q.  In what grade can my child join the band? 

A.  The usual starting age for a band student is 4th or 5th grade; however if your child is older and wants to start, he/she could join 
the “Fast Track.”  They would be playing the December concert as beginners, but join the Advanced Band for the second half of the 
year.  

Q. My child is in 3rd grade and really wants to be in the band program.  Can he/she join? 

A.  New this year is the Readin’ Writin’ & Rhythm class, a pre-band class designed to teach note reading (treble and bass clef), time 
signatures, key signatures, writing notation and basic rhythm skills.  This is an excellent preparation for the future band student.  

Please let me know if you have any questions, otherwise, I look forward to seeing you at the Band Interest Parent Meeting.  

Regards, 

 

Anne Marie Donlon 

Director, Saint Cecilia Band Program 

P.O. Box 36638 

Richmond, VA 23235 

scbandprogram@gmail.com 

 

.
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Carpool 
 

Safety of our students and those transporting them to and from school remains a priority for Saint Mary’s.  As we enjoy full enrollment, 

we are mindful of the complexity of dismissing students safely in a convenient and efficient manner.  Carpool procedures are 

contingent upon safe practices, fire and emergency planning , risk management requirements, consideration for parishioners (funerals, 

daily Mass, appointments with staff, etc.) as well as teacher schedules and responsibilities.  Clearly, the carpool procedures depend on 

the cooperation of parents, faculty, staff and students. 

First day pictures, multiple child carpooling, not yet in place, lack of familiarity with carpool “rules” by new families, students unfamiliar 

with new routines, and other unforeseen issues confound the first week of carpool.  There is no doubt that there will be delays, long 

lines and frustrations as we settle into a routine.  Parents are reminded of the following: 

 

 Plan extra time for pick up.  There are bound to be delays. 

 Remember to place your child’s name on your dashboard where “spotters” can easily read the names. 

 Follow the carpool map – remember, no student should be crossing a carpool lane of traffic at any time. 

 If an early dismissal is necessary, please arrange for the dismissal prior to 2:00 PM.  Office staff will not be able to 

accommodate requests between 2:00 PM and 2:50 PM dismissal.  The close of a day is a hectic time in the classroom, and it is 

very difficult for teachers to accommodate individual dismissals. 

 Please do not schedule off-site after school activities without sufficient allowance for dismissal delays and travel time. 

Saint Mary’s PTO will be continuing the discussion of how to improve carpool, especially during dismissals.  Your ideas and suggestions 

are helpful in improving our efficiency and safety.  Routinely, approximately 400 students are dismissed within 20 minutes.  Roughly, 

that is one student is transported off-campus every three seconds.  As they would say on Hill Street Blues – “let’s be careful out there!” 


