
 

 

 

   
  

March 9: Book Fair Family Night 5:00 – 7:00 pm, Upper Commons 
More details on page 2 
 
March 12: 4th Grade Wax Museum 6:45 - 8:00 pm, Upper Commons 
Come see our students’ hard work & learn about some very 
interesting people. 
 
March 20: Report Cards Sent Home 
 
April 3: No School, Good Friday 
 
April 6–10: No School, Spring Break 
 

What’s Happening This Month 
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Please be sure you’re up to date … verify details on our online calendar: 
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1G1L6J4K5H2N8N8H2&igd=95030074  

 
 

 
PTO President 

A Quick Note 
 
Have you seen the line in 
social media, "sNOw-ver it"? 
How many of us are feeling 
this way?  Between the bitter 
cold temperatures and the 
decent amount of snow, I 
believe everyone is looking 
forward to Spring, hopeful 
for its arrival any day now! 
 
With that, at Saint Mary's, 
comes the season of Easter, 
Easter Vacation, the Gala, 
May Crowning, Spring Sing, 
Field Day... How can we not 
be hopeful! Plans are being 
made, tickets are on sale, 
and I look forward to sharing 
these traditions with our 
SMCS family.  
 
In the meantime, I hope you 
will join the entire Saint 
Mary's community in a 
Lenten tradition, at a Fish 
Fry. They have been well 
attended and much enjoyed 
- get there early...(hint 
hint). See you there! 
 

Every Friday in March 
Join us for a Lenten Fish Fry in the Gym from 5:00 – 6:45 pm. 
 
Kid’s activities and catering by Morrissey’s. Can’t stay? Get it 
to go! For a menu, click here:  
http://saintmary.org/wp-content/uploads/ish-Fry.pdf  
 
All proceeds to benefit professional development of Saint 
Mary’s Catholic School faculty and staff. 



 

Our Christ-centered approach to learning encourages responsibility, accountability, respect, and 
above all compassion for one another. We endeavor to instill within the child and the community a 
life-long love of learning rooted in Catholic values and the conviction to follow them. 
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This is Kelly’s 15th year at Saint Mary’s, and we sure are thankful for all the 
important roles she fills at our school.  
 
She’s the librarian for lower grades and part-time assistant principal. Kelly’s 
also the chairman of the TAT (Teachers Assisting Teachers) team and oversees 
students who have service plans or need special accommodations. She 
coordinates our tutoring and Title I program, creates all of our master 
schedules for the school (resources, lunch, recess, etc.), and fills in for Dr. 
Dertinger when he is away from school. WHEW!  
 

Students and volunteers are hard at work preparing for our annual Musical Revue, to be held  
Jan. 31 at 7:00 p.m. at Benedictine Abbey’s Shepard Audtorium.  (12829 River Road).  
 
Admission is $5/person. Kids under 4 are free. You should have received an email with information 
about tickets.  
 
A big thank you to Heather Heishman, Becca Croxton and all the parents who have volunteered 
their time during practices and pictures. It couldn't be done without all of you! 
 
Volunteers are still needed to assist with ticket sales. If you can help, go to: 
 
 

28th Annual Musical Revue 

Get to Know Kelly Taylor 

 
 

We’re so proud of our 8th grade girls basketball 
team, Champions of the St. Gertrude Gator Classic!  
 
Our girls showed sportsmanship & athleticism, and 
brought home this prestigious trophy for Saint Mary’s 
after a 3-game winning streak in the tournament 
plus a nail-biter of a defeat against St. Michael’s. 
 
Thanks again to coaches Jerome Maddock & Steve 
Bisese for their awesome leadership. Go Monarchs! 
 

Congrats to our Champions! 

 

Book Fair is Back 

 

Our Scholastic Book Fair Under the Sea: Explore an Ocean of Books! will 
be held March 9 – 11, and will submerse students in the celebration of 
reading with hundreds of fun, engaging, affordable books. 

Students will make wish lists or shop at the Book Fair with their 
classes on Monday or Tuesday.  

Monday, March 9 from 12 - 2:45 pm and Family Night from 5 - 7 pm 

Tuesday, March 10 from 8 am - 3 pm 

Wednesday, March 11 from 8 am to 1 pm 

With all that on her plate, she also manages to be an amazing mom to her four children, and loving 
wife of her high school sweet heart, Jim. Thanks for all you do for our Saint Mary’s family, Kelly! 

Volunteers are requested for school day visits and Family Night. If you are able to help, please sign up 
at: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D45A8A82BA13-spring1/  
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Check in on Your Kiddo’s Day 
Get an extra hug (or two) and get an update on your student’s day 
when you work a Lunch Duty shift. Volunteers are always needed.  

To register, go to: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C49A5AA2BA75-201415  

Spring Chess  
 

Chess Club has started, but it’s 
not too late to join.  

 
The club will meet Fridays from 

3:00 – 4:00 and will continue 
weekly through 

 May 15th.   
 

Fees are $119.00, which includes 
instructional materials. 

 
To register, go to: 

www.ChampinoshipChessRVA.net  
or email 

CoachBrian@ChampionshipChessR
VA.net  for registration flier or 

more information. 

It’s almost time to dig in at the Saint Mary’s garden!  
 
Scott Turner, arborist at Truetimber Tree Service (dad to Lauran and husband to 
preschool aide Amy) is helping us by removing the magnolia tree in the courtyard, as 
well as some other plants that were in our way. Thank you, Scott!  
 
Russell Riddell (Savannah’s dad) has been building our bed boxes out of cedar, and 
he and Kevin Basinet (Vivian’s dad) will assemble the boxes in the courtyard. Pete 
Rose, Inc. is donating the screened topsoil-organic compost mix that we’ll use to fill 
the beds. Everything should be in place by the end of February, depending on the 
weather, thanks to our great team. 
 

Garden Update 

Our Students Rise to a Challenge 
167 K-6 SMCS students signed up to be part of the Kids Run RVA 
challenge to run 25 miles before the upcoming 5K & 1 Mile Fun Run. 
 
Even with all the snow and ice, our persistent athletes have 
prioritized personal fitness and have collectively logged over 2,000 
miles since January. Way to go! 

 

Participants will receive 
prizes for milestones 
reached, including the 
chance to run their final 
mile in the Monument 
Avenue 10K – and receive 
a "marathon" finishers 
medal when they cross 
the finish line.  
 
Thanks to Coach Drew 
Spicer for coordinating 
this challenge. 

mailto:CoachBrian@ChampionshipChessRVA.net


 

Our Christ-centered approach to learning encourages responsibility, accountability, respect, and 
above all compassion for one another. We endeavor to instill within the child and the community a 
life-long love of learning rooted in Catholic values and the conviction to follow them. 
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The Development Team at Work 
The Saint Mary’s Development Team is busy putting together several new grant proposals on 
behalf of our school, with particular focus on increasing literacy tutoring at Saint Mary’s.  
 
One of the grants we’ll seek would, if received, match all or part of the amount of money we 
raise during our tax-deductible Annual Fund campaign. Have you donated yet? 
https://stmaryva.ejoinme.org/MyPages/DonationPage/tabid/341652/Default.aspx 
 
Also, as you are considering your tax-deductible donations for 2015, please consider the 
Education Improvement Scholarships Tax Credit program (EISTC). Donors to this program help 
fund scholarships for low-income students to attend Saint Mary’s while receiving 65% or more 
of that money back through tax credits.  
 
The Development Team is establishing a database of Saint Mary’s alumni for the 50th 
anniversary in 2017. If you’re an alumnus or know one, please send Jen or Portia an email!  
 
If you have ideas or questions about development, please contact Portia at 
pchan@saintmary.org, or Jennifer at jjanus@saintmary.org. 

2015 Monarch Ball 

March’s Study Success Tip 
Parental support has a huge impact on a student’s performance. Applaud 
your child’s hard work, and tell your child often that you believe in them!  

 
We’re planning a fabulous evening with dinner, silent and live auctions, and 
dancing. Tickets are on sale now for $75 per person for the month of March at: 
https://stmaryva.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/Gala2015/TicketPurchaseandRegistra
tionforMonarchBall2015/tabid/562031/Default.aspx  
 
VIP tables can also be purchased. Table purchases come with 10 tickets and 
are a great way to ensure seating with your closest friends. Sponsorship 
opportunities are also available on the school’s website. Sponsorship options 

The annual Monarch Ball will be held on Saturday, May 9 at the Hilton Richmond Hotel and 
Spa in Short Pump.  

range from $150-$3000 and all will be recognized in the auction program. If you’d like to 
make a donation to the auctions, please return a donation form to the school office.  
 
Since the PTO will cover the cost of the faculty and staff to attend, please consider making a 
donation to help cover this cost. We are looking forward to a fun evening raising lots of 
money for our beloved St. Mary’s School. 
 

https://stmaryva.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/Gala2015/TicketPurchaseandRegistrationforMonarchBall2015/tabid/562031/Default.aspx
http://www.richmonddiocese.org/mpfe/ways-to-give/scholarships-tax-credits
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