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Top Diocese of Richmond Catholic education administrators 

 announce retirements 
 
 
 
Annette Parsons, Chief Education Administrator, and Francine Conway, Superintendent of 
Schools, have each announced their respective retirements from the Catholic Diocese of 
Richmond Office of Catholic Education, effective this summer.  
 
Annette, who first came to the Diocese in August 2006, oversees the Diocese’s Catholic Schools, 
Christian Formation and the Segura Initiative, an outreach effort credited with dramatically 
expanding educational opportunities for Hispanic students and shoring up Catholic school 
enrollments in the Diocese. While serving as assistant superintendent for curriculum and 
instruction she coordinated the effort that led the Diocese to become the first Catholic school 
system in the nation to receive regional accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges 
& Schools, Council on Accreditation and School Improvement. She worked with the Office of 
Christian Formation team to increase support for catechetical leaders and formation resources for 
parishes. 
 
Previously, she worked at Walshingham Academy School in Williamsburg, serving as principal 
of the lower school and assistant principal of the upper school. After her mid-August retirement, 
Annette plans to spend more time with family before eventually doing consulting. 
 
“I am profoundly grateful to Annette Parsons for all she has achieved through her dedicated 
service on behalf of our Catholic students throughout her tenure as Chief Education Officer,” 
said Bishop Francis DiLorenzo.  “Her leadership, vision for Catholic education, and 
extraordinary dedication to excellence has brought our diocesan school system to a place of 
national recognition.” 
 
A longtime Catholic school educator, Frankie came out of a brief retirement to work at the 
Pastoral Center in July 2007 after her youngest daughter graduated from Ave Maria University 
and entered the Servant Sisters of the Home of the Mother religious order in Spain. She served as 
assistant superintendent before being promoted to superintendent the following year. Previously, 



she taught at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Newport News, St. Mary Star of the Sea in Hampton, 
and, finally, Peninsula Catholic High school, where she also served as dean of discipline, 
assistant principal and principal. Frankie’s last day of work will be July 31st after which she and 
her husband Chris will retire to Florida.  
 
“Frankie Conway has provided outstanding leadership as superintendent, and I am truly 
thankful,” said Bishop DiLorenzo. “She has faithfully provided our parish and regional schools 
with the support, guidance, and organizational structure to create a sustainable, faith-based 
education and life-long learning environment for our children.” 
  
The Diocese will announce more information in the upcoming weeks about its next steps for 
providing leadership for Catholic education.  
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